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The winner of the final category of the Virtual Photographic 
Competition (Full Bloom) with a third of all votes is ten year old Alfie 
Holdsworth Salter. His photo is of a Spring Starflower or Springstar 
(Ipheion uniflorum), part of the onion and amyrillis family. The 
flowers are honey scented, which is no doubt what attracted the ant. 
Alfie is a keen photographer with his own Olympus DSLR camera, 
and this scene caught his eye under a large yew tree at the bottom of 
Church Lane. His creativity is not limited just to photography: Alfie 
loves cats and in Year 5 he and a friend made a comic called Cat Man! 

A total of 39 people took part in our photographic competition this 
year and we hope you had fun and found it an interesting challenge. 
We have all had to adapt our ways of doing things over the last 
year and transferring this competition to an online format, though 
different, has been a great success. Now that we are beginning to 
open up and get back to our normal lives, maybe this is the blueprint 
for the future of the competition?

39 people submitted a total of 124 photographs across the four 
categories, with nearly 100 taking part in voting for their favourite 
entry. Everyone who entered will be sent a feedback form: please 
fill it in with any suggestions for the future. Many thanks to the 
Editor and Thomas Dean for their help in putting the competition 
together.       Jane Littlefield

Stars in His Eyes
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Franklin & Co. 
Solicitors 

www.franklin-solicitors.co.uk 

Town Hall Chambers 
Anchor Square 

Bakewell 
DE45 1DR 

Tel: 01629 814461 
 
 

Wills & Probate 

Trusts & Estate Planning 

Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Residential Conveyancing 

Commercial Property 

Detailing, Valeting &
Car Washing

Great Longstone Business Park
or  At Your Home

•	 Standard	Vacuum	from	£6
•	 Wash	from	£10
•	 Luxury	Mini	Valet	from	£30
•	 Stage	2	Valet	from	£55
•	 Professional	Valet	from	£85
•	 Enhancement	Details	from	£160

aUTO obsessive!
TELEPHONE OR TEXT TO BOOK

 07703 659369

LRA
Automotive

New Great Longstone Hand Car Wash!
22 year old Liam Antliff has been cleaning and 
valeting cars around Matlock for over 3 years and 
he’s now expanding his horizons. No need to drive 
into Bakewell any more: Liam can either come to 
your home, or you can drive your car to Unit 9 at 
the bottom of Great Longstone Business Park and 
enjoy a walk while it’s being cleaned. Liam is ‘Auto 
Obsessive’ and also provides a range of enhanced 
services such as removing swirls and light scratches 
from car bodywork. Telephone or text him on 07703 
659369 to book, or message him from his Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/LRA.Automotive

Two days after the Government allows 
meetings indoors, live music returns to the 
Cavendish Hall at Edensor. The brilliantly 
uplifting sounds of Red Priest will delight 
members and friends of the Peak Music 
Society on Wednesday 19th May as the 
country moves towards normality. If you 
love classical music, or lockdown made 
you hanker after new experiences, why not call us to chat about joining, or dip 
your toe in the water for an individual concert? Peak Music has been staging 
regular concerts at Edensor for over 50 years since October 1968. The autumn 
of 2020 was the first time we were unable to get together to enjoy the sounds of 
talented musicians. We hope that 2021 signals the return of regular concerts and 
that in another 50 years a new generation of music lovers will be listening still.

We assure you of our commitment to your health and safety, with full social 
distancing and sanitising being respected. As COVID-19 guidelines stipulate 
concert halls can only operate at 50% capacity, we will hold two concerts on the 
day, with the option beforehand to select either a 4pm or 7.30pm sitting. If you 
are interested in supporting Peak Music as a member, the current subscription 
for all three concerts this spring (19th May, 10th June and 29th June) is £45. 
Tickets for individual concerts may be available in advance with prices from £20.

Music Returns to Cavendish Hall on 19th May

Email membership@peakmusicsociety.org for membership 
enquiries. To reserve individual concert tickets, please email 
tickets@peakmusicsociety.org.uk, or phone 01629 640482. 
Tickets will not be available at the door on the night.

Ali Clarke

Fingers crossed for May 17th, when we will 
be able to meet up to 30 people outside.

The WI committee are putting on an 
Afternoon Tea on Wednesday 19th May at 
3.30 pm. So ladies, get ready for a catch up! 

Jennifer Rowson has kindly offered her garden at Croft 
Lodge, Church Lane (Beggarway Lane end) for the event.

It would be so nice to see some new faces. You will be 
made most welcome, and this is the ideal opportunity to 
come along and see what we do. Great Longstone WI will 
celebrate its centenary in 2024, so why not make this year 
your chance  to give WI a try?

Members of the WI Walking Group at Surprise View HathersageSubscriptions are half price this year at £22.40, and we 
meet in the Village Hall the first Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30pm. It would be such a shame if Great Longstone 
WI folds with only three years to go to 100. Our program 
is varied and there is something for everyone: crafts talks 
on varied subjects, a walking group, you name it we do it, 
we are not Jam and Jerusalem!

We will need to know numbers for the tea, so give one 
of us a call for more details: Sue Carter 01629 640155, 
Beryl Jackson 01629 640342, or Zoe McGregor 01629 
640483.     Zoe McGregor

LONGSTONE CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
VACANCIES FOR 3 GOVERNORS

These come free in September. The School is keen 
to speak to anyone interested in this interesting and 
rewarding role, regardless of knowledge or experience.  

For further details ( 01629 640377
enquiries@longstone.derbyshire.sch.uk
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Longstone School Retrospective
If the past year has taught us one thing, it is that schools are so much more 
than buildings with classrooms, staff and pupils. We are so lucky to have such a 
strong school community in the form of Longstone Primary School but uprooting 
this community onto a digital platform has been no mean feat. As a school we 
have worked, and are still working, tirelessly to support our families during the 
Coronavirus pandemic, ensuring that pupils are supported not only academically 
but more importantly, pastorally. We’re well aware that the switch to online 
learning has impacted families far deeper than the eye can see.

Over the past 365 days, the ties which bind our school community, as in 
any relationship, have been kept strong by good communication. Whether it 
is the relationships between teachers and pupils or parents and staff, regular 
communication and empathy between school and home during the lockdown 
has been the fuel that kept the fire burning.

Walking through the 
school corridors during 
t h e  l a s t  l o c k d o w n , 
listening to the children 
chat via online Google 
Meet sessions with their 
classmates and teachers 
was different but heart-
warming all the same. Hats 
off to our utterly dedicated 
staff  team who were 
setting and monitoring 
online activities, leading 
live online lessons and 

Fun and games scribbling on the desks for Rowling 
Class in a ‘Graffiti Maths’ lesson, working ‘big’!

checking in with students every day. Looking back at our time of online learning, 
yes it has been hard, but what an experience to bind us together even more as 
a school community. With health and safety and risk assessments not allowing 
visitors, we have certainly missed our regular and invaluable volunteers in 
school - you know who you are! We have sorely missed visits from our Vicar, 
Father James Croft, too. But now our online learning has come to an end and 
the children are once again back at school in their class ‘bubbles’, the sense of 
camaraderie is phenomenal.

So, what next? Yes, lessons and studying are important. We want to see all 
pupils advance through their school years here at Longstone thriving and 
achieving wonderful things, but the emotional well-being of every member of 
our schools’ communities is being tested at the moment. The academic cut and 
thrust, complete with heavy workloads and demanding assessments, may not 
be the most important thing presently. Encouraging pupils to communicate, stay 
active and find creative outlets can play a huge role in maintaining pupils’ well-
being. The buoyancy of a school community depends on being able to rise to this 
challenge, so we are giving our children the tools to do so.

We’re all in this together. This is a two-way street and teachers, like pupils 
and parents, are walking down it for the first time. We don’t underestimate the 
challenge the current situation poses but we can work together to make sure the 
future generations of Longstone thrive.

Sophie Bell

Longstone Local History Group
The History Group will not restart 
meetings indoors until at least the 
autumn, although it may be possible 
to have outdoor meetings or walks in 
June and July. We’ll keep you posted.

Angela Robinson

No flies here!
We’ve lived at Monsal Head for 15 
years and I learnt something new just 
yesterday. I reported some fly tipping 
to Derbyshire Dales and got a speedy 
and very helpful reply. We had seen 
full pink rubbish bags regularly left on 
verges at points up Scratta. We’d even 
mentioned it to local farmers we know 
and  saw nearby, and we all expressed 
our dismay. Some of the farmers had 
taken the bags away in the past to 
dispose of, rather than leave them lying 
around to attract even more.

Now you and others may already 
know the answer, but we and two 
other longtime residents didn’t. Emma 
Mortimer from DDDC replied: Some of 
you will have noticed pink bags by the 
roadside in Great Longstone, Monsal 
Head, Ashford in the Water and the 
surrounding areas. This isn’t fly tipping 
but the work of local resident Brian 
Hampton who spends most weekends 
and some weekdays picking up litter and 
helping to keep our environment clean. 
Derbyshire Dales District Council has 
provided the pink bags so that we know 
it is from a litter pick and not fly tipping 
and we then remove the bags of rubbish 
from agreed places as soon as we can, 
usually the next working day. 

I’ve now seen bags on Hassop Road 
near the entrance to the old Bleaklow 
quarry. Clearly Brian and others who 
fill these bags are to be applauded and 
thanked not complained about! Sadly, I 
fear there will be more for them to do 
as lockdown eases. The levels of litter 
are sadly already on the rise on local 
tracks, such a sad indictment of some 
of the visitors who choose to visit our 
community  presumably for its natural 
beauty.        Alison Fletcher

Bags at junction of Chertpit Lane and Scratta

Fresh Local Milk and Yoghurt
 Free Range Eggs

Church Lane Farm, Great Longstone

Pasteurised & bottled
on the farm

Unhomogenised - only 4% fat

Open 24/7
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Locals’ curiosity was piqued earlier this year by the large number of bulldozers 
operating full steam ahead to clear a large area just south of the Monsal Trail, while 
residents of Churchdale were equally intrigued looking down to see a long new gravel 
road materialising parallel to the Ashford road. What could be going on?

All was revealed when Emma and Jim Harrison opened up their gardens on 20th 
March for the first time since the latest COVID-19 lockdown. Locals were generously 
invited in for free until the official opening on 12th April to admire the hosts of 
daffodils and narcissi fluttering and dancing in the breeze. Thornbridge has become 
an extremely popular wedding and event venue since the Harrisons moved in nearly 

Thornbridge Hall Opens Its Doors

twenty years ago, but unfortunately this has meant that the gardens and Carriage House Café had to be closed to the public 
on those days. The new road is designed to allow the gardens to be open all year round, as it splits off from the main A6020 
access just past the lakes, winding round to a large new car park by 
the Monsal Trail, with a new ha-ha stopping the view being spoilt from 
the gardens above. There is to be a new entrance to the gardens from 
this car park,  joining up with the public footpath which goes over a 
bridge across the Monsal Trail and through a field to Station Road just 
down from Glebe Avenue, a third of a mile from the village centre. The 
bridge also gives direct access from the Monsal Trail via a shallow ramp.

A large new glass-fronted café, The Potting Shed, with stunning views, 
is being built near this new entrance, and it’s hoped it will be ready by 
10th May. According to Emma, it may end up being a temporary ‘need 
to do something to survive COVID-19 income crash’ affair whilst full 
planning permission is obtained from the Peak Park. The same fare will 
be served as in the Carriage House Café: soups freshly made from the 
kitchen garden, sausage rolls that have reputedly brought tears to grown men’s eyes, and mouth-watering cakes baked by 

Eleanor Rastrick of The Bakehouse fame, washed down with Thornbridge ales. Matthew 
Harrison, Eleanor’s boyfriend, is responsible for rearing the Gloucester Old Spot pigs 
on the Thornbridge Smallholding. The flavour of the sausage rolls is partly down to 
feeding them on byproducts from Thornbridge Brewery and partly due to marinating 
the meat in Jaipur Ale before cooking! Entry to The Potting Shed and its large garden 
and plant sales area is from 10-4 and completely free, making it a pleasant stopping 
off point for a walk along the Trail. For those wanting to spend longer and explore 
the 12 acre gardens, orangery, and productive garden, there is a small entrance fee of 
£7 per adult (children free), for which there will also be an annual pass with a 25% 
discount for local residents.

Emma hasn’t been sitting back binge-watching Netflix during lockdown, instead 
spending fourteen hour days turning her creative ideas into reality. One such was to get 
the Clumber Quadrafoil fountain working for the first 
time in 100 years, which although she is a qualified 
engineer proved quite a challenge. It now boasts 300 
yellow plastic ducks which keep youngsters amused 

for hours netting them while their mums can have a well-earned rest. Meanwhile, grown 
men take turns trying to throw them into the much smaller upper bowl of the fountain! 
Every day someone has to wade in after the public has left to return them to the bottom 
pool ready for the next day. As the ducks are weighted and don’t have holes like bath ducks, 
there are already plans for competitive duck races on the watercourses later this year.

Emma’s creative ideas just keep on coming; her aim is to give visitors a boutique 
festival experience every day, with plans for courses on glass blowing, wood turning, 
wood whittling and foraging to name but a few. She’s already planning to rebuild the lost 

Emma Harrison - always smiling!

New car park - Monsal Trail behind trees on left

The restored fountain with the new 
Potting Shed café in the background

One of Eleanor’s fantastic cakes
Winter Gardens of Thornbridge, recently 
discovered under mounds of ivy near 
The Potting Shed. You can sign up to the 
email list on the website to find out the 
latest. Emma is also very keen to develop 
the community’s use of Thornbridge. 
Local people and groups are already 
arranging to base their activities there, 
and volunteers are always welcome. 
To explore your ideas or find out more 
about how Thornbridge can help, email 
Emma on emma@thornbridge.co.uk. 
Watch this space, as they say!

Thornbridge Hall
Weddings & Events Venue

Open Year Round 10am-4pm
Plants for Sale

~
Delicious home-made Soups, Cakes,
Sausage Rolls & Thornbridge Ales at

The Potting Shed Café
~

12 Acre Gardens & Orangery 
£7 adults, children free

Annual pass (25% discount local residents)
~

Look out for special events on Facebook
www.thornbridgehall.co.uk 
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Longstone Regis?

1921-2021

Villages and groups around the 
country will all have their individual 
m e m o r i e s  o f  H R H  T h e  D u ke 
of Edinburgh. ITV screened The 
Queen Unseen on  8th April, the 
day before his death. This included 
remastered footage of the Hon. Sarah 
Stephenson’s mother Patricia’s home 

movie of the Royal Couple’s visit to Government House, 
Auckland, for Christmas 1953, when her father, Lt General Sir 
Willoughby Norrie GCMG, GCVO, CB, DSO, MC & Bar (later 1st 
Baron Norrie of Wellington, New Zealand and Hawkesbury 
Upton in the County of Gloucestershire) was Governor 
General of New Zealand. Sarah and her husband Charles 
have lived in Great Longstone for a great many years now.

Frank Parker, who used to work at the BBC and has lived 
in the village for 35 years, had previously produced a video 
incorporating this footage. This was screened in the Village 
Hall as part of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 
June 2012, and you can still view it online at youtube.com/

Sarah Norrie being pulled along by HRH The Duke of Edinburgh

Prince  Philip, Lt General Sir Willoughby Norrie, and HM The Queen

The Village Shop

Main Street, Great Longstone   ( 01629 640507

 Opening Times
Tuesday to Saturday 9.30am-4pm

Sunday 10am-1pm
Fresh vegetables, fruit, biscuits, bread,

milk, cheese, yoghurts, ice cream, pastries,
puddings, raw & cooked meats, logs, household supplies,

 cleaning products, tinned & dried goods, and much more!
 Free delivery or Collect at Shop           07890 205544l

Meanwhile the Queen was filming on her own 16mm camera!

watch?v=VH5Za9G0Pg4 or by typing Christmas with the 
Queen (New Zealand 1953) into YouTube’s search bar. It 
shows the Duke pulling ten year old Sarah along on a lilo from 
the side of a swimming pool before tipping her in, as well as 
failing spectacularly in several attempts to get on it himself!

Like many, Sarah was shell-shocked by the announcement 
of Prince Philip’s death. She remembers skipping down a long 
spooky passage in Government House, when a door suddenly 
opened and the Duke appeared in a white towelling dressing 
gown and said “Good Morning”, to which she replied “Good 
Morning”. Sarah was then so taken aback at not knowing the 
exact protocol for meeting royals when wearing trousers 
(as she was), that she took flight to the playroom, where 
she burst into tears, distraught that she might have broken 
royal rules by not curtseying, which she had been practising 
like mad (but in a dress). She was comforted there by her 
Nanny, Miss Batty, who was to stay with the Norrie family for 
72 years, spending the last seven of her life here in Thornhill 
House. Sarah also remembers being allowed to wait up with 
her younger sister to watch the Queen go down to dinner 
in a shimmering gold dress, prompting her to say “What a 
lovely dress, Ma’am!” “Yes it is” replied the Queen with a smile.

Sarah met the Duke twice in later life, one being the Maundy 
Day service at Derby Cathedral in 2010, whilst Charles was 
Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Derbyshire. Sarah remembers “For 
the lunch afterwards at the Cathedral Quarter hotel, we were 
told that the Duke of Edinburgh preferred to sit next to men. 
Charles was seated on the left of the Duke and I was on Charles’s 
left, with another gentleman  on the Duke’s right. During lunch, 
the Duke lent across and addressed some remarks to me about 
the re-roofing of Government House, Wellington. At the end of  
lunch, as we were getting up to leave, he came up to me and 
said ‘Goodbye, it has been so nice to see you again’. It was very 
nice of him to remember me from when I was ten!”

Images courtesy of ITV plc. The Queen Unseen can be viewed 
online at the ITV Hub  itv.com/hub/the-queen-unseen

Estimates	and	advice	given	free

Cox Contractors
Property Services

Est. 1987
• Property and Building maintenance
• Garden Maintenance 
• Landscaping
• Walls, Paths, Paving, Fencing
• High Pressure Jet Washing
• Drainage Work
• Digger & Crusher Hire
• Top Soil & Type one Supplied

01629	640340

07743	199853
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Parish Council Notes
Readers are reminded that this is 
the UTE reporter’s interpretation of 
the Great Longstone Parish Council 
meeting held online on 10th March 
2021. Official minutes for this meeting 
are published on the Parish Council 
noticeboard outside Great Longstone 
School and also on the community 
website greatlongstone.net.
It was with a sense of heightened 
anticipation that your UTE reporter 
connected in to his first ever Parish 
Council meeting on Zoom. Would we 
be treated to an episode of The Archers 
in the background due to someone’s 
inability to work the Mute button? 
Would Wendy Long remember (or 
even know how) to turn off her kitten 
filter? Would Sarah Stokes be bawled 
at to ‘READ THE STANDING ORDERS!’ 
even as she used her plenipotentiary 
electronic powers to exclude an 
enraged councillor?

On the dot of 7.15, faces appeared 
like a version of Celebrity Squares and 
it became clear that Rick Gooch was 
taking the role of Bob Monkhouse, 
albeit lit in ghostly green from the 
depths of his man cave. It all started 
promisingly enough with Cllr Gooch, 
under Handforth Dean Rules, warning  
the Chair he would kick her out of the 
meeting if she annoyed him! The Chair 
responded “You ain’t seen nothing” 
whereupon the Vice-Chair, secure in 
the knowledge that he was the one with 
the power, cast uncharitable aspersions 
on the Chair’s state of sobriety. Spoiler 
Alert: No-one was kicked out in the end, 
I’m afraid. It was situation normal, all 
fraternally united, with just a modicum 
of banter, in itself  quite an achievement 
under the confines of Zoom. 

There were seven present on the call, 
namely Cllrs Wendy Long (Chair), Rick 
Gooch (Vice-Chair), James Cox, Phil 
Barrett, and Parish Clerk Sarah Stokes, 
together with UTE representative 
Adam Rae-Smith and Community 
Website and Facebook Czar Tom Dean. 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Dan 
Cox and John Shimwell.
Coronavirus
Heather Turner at the Village Shop had 
reported elderly residents were feeling 
isolated as the only contact they were 
getting was thirty seconds a day on 
days when food parcels were dropped 
off from the shop or Thornhill House.

The Clerk had refreshed community 
help notices, left flyers at the shop for 
handing out, and put a notice in UTE.

Recreation ground
Playground: The Clerk’s patience 
was running thin after repeated failed 
attempts to contact the contractor 
about the work on the bird’s nest swing 
and jumbo lander. A deadline of Easter 
had been given, but it was thought the 
contractors could be on furlough. The 
Chair complimented Cllr Cox on his 
work to the Burma bridge, complete 
with its new chain. Cllr Cox commented 
that the bridge timberwork could do 
with staining, and also the bench press 
work.
Painting/staining quotes: Cllr Cox 
left the meeting for this item. The 
Clerk reported that out of four quotes 
sought, only one (for £3495) had been 
received. This was because contractors’ 
waiting lists were full for outdoor 
work this season. Cllr Barrett asked 
for clarification on whether a single 
quote could be accepted. The clerk 
reassured him this was the case, and 
the Chair noted that it was essential 
the work was carried out this year. The 
quote was therefore accepted, with 
work to start on the MUSA storage unit, 
which is being stained and fitted with 
a new door. Cox Contractors are also 
waiting on the turf to repair the football 
goalmouths after the Easter holidays, 
once the ground had dried out and 
there is no danger of frost.
Equipment for years 11+: Cllr Barrett 
reported that the tennis net winder 
saga continued. The new winder had 
been fitted but he was now waiting 
on two screw eyes and a new header 
wire to thread through the net. To avoid 
damage in future, the net and the posts 
need to be removed separately, so Cllr 
Barrett will produce laminated step by 
step instructions for display. The court 
resurfacing project is on hold, cost 
around £14k. Several small grants of 
£500 to £1000 are available but these 
have to be used in a year, so there is a 
need to get all the ducks in a row once a 
large grant of around £10k is obtained 
from somewhere like the National 
Lottery. The surface is still playable, 
so resurfacing is not urgent. It was felt 
funding prospects would improve after 
COVID-19 had died down, as current 
priorities were mental health and 
minority groups. The tennis club had 
been asked to report any faults on the 
court equipment to the Clerk. 
Cricket and Football: The Cricket Club 
are waiting on their league to see if 
there will be any fixtures this year. The 
JFC are planning to start on the Easter 
weekend. Baslow CEO has said that 

the JFC can have their football pitch 
till June (when it is normally used for 
cricket). The Longstone pitch will be 
used for training, as the turf requires 
four weeks to establish. Deep spiking 
of the football field is due imminently, 
with weed and feed later in the year.
Trees/other: The work on the two 
lots of trees on the Rec is due in March. 
New dog signs had arrived for the Rec 
which Cllr Cox will fit. Bruno Cardona 
has trimmed the tennis court hedge 
and other small jobs on his list such 
as  trimming back low branches. The 
current mowing contracts come to an 
end this year; new tenders will go out 
in the autumn.
Village greens/Village Hall
Noticeboard: This has been made 
and is awaiting good weather for 
installation.
Update on new cherry tree: This is 
to be planted at the same time as the 
Rec tree work is carried out. The Chair 
reported that there was a countrywide 
initiative to plant blossom trees to 
cheer everyone up.
Xmas eve carols/band: The Clerk 
will purchase new lights when back in 
stock. Responsibility for carols, band 
and stewarding still not resolved with 
the church. This will be discussed when 
GLPC meets with the PCC to discuss the 
burial grounds in due course.
Bench West Green: Cox Contractors 
had installed the new bench. The Clerk 
will ask Cllr Dan Cox if he could power 
wash the tree bench at West Green 
as he had the two benches by the bus 
stop, since Caroline Briggs had stopped 
scrubbing it when she left the Council.
Burial grounds
In relation to the church’s request for 
funds to cover mowing costs, the Clerk 
had ascertained that some local parish 
councils run the burial grounds and 
others pay towards maintenance.

St. Giles had still not provided any 
financial information, and they in turn 
were awaiting historical information 
from the Derby Diocese. The costs were 
thought likely to be similar to those 
GLPC already pays for the churchyard. 
A donation of £500 has already been 
made this year, and the Chair was not 
happy to advance any more money 
without full financial disclosure, as this 
could tie the hands of future councils.

The Clerk suggested GLPC could pay 
the mowing costs for 2021 from the 
£5000 in its Section 137 funds. The 
Chair pointed out that these funds 
were for emergency use only, which 
was not the case here. The Clerk 
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was to emphasise to Mike Hirst that 
this information must be supplied in 
good time before September, when 
next year’s precept is discussed and 
any additional funds decided on. The 
Chair was exasperated that the longer 
they left things, the more the church 
dragged its feet, whereupon the Vice-
Chair said they needed to look in the 
whites of their eyes. The Vice-Chair also 
pointed out that the Catholic Church 
always published their accounts, and 
suspected the information for St. Giles 
was out there in the public domain; it 
was just a question of where.
Footpaths and roads
Speeding/school signage: 3 PCSOs 
had good face to face contact with 
residents when they came to carry 
out speed checks in Great and Little 
Longstone,  including from the 
driveway of the parents whose child 
had been knocked over. No one had 
been caught so far. An alert had been 
put on Facebook.
Parking for Monsal Trail: An ex-
councillor from Hassop is to meet 
the Hassop Café owner to find out 
the status of the car park, and where 
people should park for the trail. Cars 
are currently parking on the road at 
Hassop and other locations along the 
Trail, because the PDNPA does not 
provide any parking for trail users.
Streetlighting: The new streetlight at 
The Willows will be a column in the 
same location, but not attached to the 
house. DCC are waiting on Western 
Electric before they can complete 
the work. The Clerk is to ask DCC to 
level and make good the verges in 
Furnall Avenue, where they had left 
unmowable mountains after the recent 
streetlighting work.
DCC and Longreave Lane: The Clerk 
has chased Cllr Twigg on the water that 
runs like a stream down the side of the 
broken edged tarmac road, leaving big 
gaps at the side of the road, where cars 
park on mud for the trail. The Chair 
commented that the sluice cleaning 
machines used by DCC had not made 
a scrap of difference.
Monsal Head toilets: These are 
very nearly open; it has been quite a 
challenge. The Chair asked the Clerk 
to contact PDNPA to request signs on 
the trail to direct visitors, as they are 
still using the side of the line.
Chertpit Lane: Clerk to look into 
suggested changes to the No Motor 
Vehicle signage with LL Parish Meeting, 
as most of the lane is in Little Longstone. 
No hole filling carried out yet by DCC.

Council Administration
Land registration: Registration of 
fields, track and builders yard is nearly 
there. The builders yard has a new 
tenant.
Course attendance:  The Clerk 
will attend a ‘Cemetery and Burial 
Management course’ for £50 (in the 
Chair’s opinion a right rip-off).
Registers and documents: The Clerk 
is to ask the accountant whether 
certain assets on the register, i.e. the 
Rec, allotments and West Green should 
have an associated valuation, and also 
if the Village Hall needs revaluing. The 
Chair noted that under the deeds of 
the Rec the Council can do what they 
like with the Rec if there is no adult 
cricket team.
Community Facebook/website: Tom 
Dean is to step down from running 
the community Facebook and website 
at the end of May, after the end of the 
photo competition, as he is moving 
house to Chesterfield. He is happy to 
continue until a replacement is found 
and to subsequently provide support. 
The Chair thanked Tom for all he has 
done. The council also approved a form 
designed by Tom and Adam Rae-Smith 
to make it easier for organisations to 
provide details for the website. This 
followed a suggestion by someone 
who had recently moved back for more 
information about clubs and societies.
Financial Matters
Allen West and Foster will carry out 
internal audit in April/May prior to 
accounts being approved at the Annual 
Meeting. The precept for 2021/22 will 
be received in April. Rent requests sent 
to school (£100 for use of Rec), football 
club, tennis club, quarry and fields, 
with a few left to come in. Cricket Club 
had prepaid ten years to 2029.
Planning matters
Applications: NP/DDD/0121/0031: 6, 
The Meadows. Replacement of existing 
uPVC conservatory by solid roofed 
extension of similar dimensions. No 
objections.
Decisions: NP/DDD/1120/1104: 
Green Island.  Proposed garage 
workshop and bike store. Granted.
NP/DDD/1020/1015: Standhil l 
Cottage. Proposed two storey extension 
to dwelling. Granted.
NP/DDD/1120/1056: The Willows. 
Single storey extension to side of 
property.  Granted.
Police report
PCSO Boswell reported about six 
fines issued to Sheffield visitors for 
COVID-19 breaches on Longstone 

Edge. A car had been stolen from Moor 
Road on Longstone Edge where it had 
been left overnight when the owner 
walked back to Cressbrook and forgot 
about it.
Items from Correspondence
Cllr Barrett reported Severn Trent had 
not yet replaced mainhole covers to 
stop sewage outflow from the Willows. 
Cllr Gamble had reported Calver is to 
be put with Great and Little Longstone 
under parish ward boundary changes.  
Myhill cycling had requested hill climb 
race on Longstone Edge on 30th June 
6.30–10pm with road closure (no 
objections). Village Hall MC not sure if 
the Hall will be open for use by then (if 
requested). Well dressing planned for 
10th July, with school hoping to take 
part (COVID-19 risk assessment to be 
carried out). VHMC has booked Rec on 
3rd September for the fell race. PDNPA 
Ranger Rob Kenning had jetted drains 
by GL station and put up lambing 
signs. The Chair noted they had put 
up notices about tunnel closures, but 
these proved too small to be noticed by 
a certain Speedy Gonzalez cyclist, who 
had to turn back. Was it a bird? Was it a 
plane? No, it was SUPERGOOCH!
Date of next meetings
May 5th Annual Parish Council and 
Annual Parish Meeting online.
July 14th (venue to be confirmed).
Contact Details
Sarah Stokes, Clerk to Great Longstone 
Parish Council,  Longstone Byre, 
Little Longstone, Bakewell, DE45 
1NN. Tel: 01629 640851 . Email: 
parishcouncil@greatLongstone.org

GREAT LONGSTONE
COMMUNITY WEBSITE

The Parish Council are looking for 
a volunteer to maintain the site

Contact Sarah Stokes for 
further details

( 01629 640851
parishcouncil@greatlongstone.org

House Wanted!
3 bed property

with off-road parking
Cash buyers

(just sold in Bakewell)
Anything in UTE area

considered
Contact David or Jenny
( 01629 581147

d.gray811@btinternet.com
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You Can Untie the Knot Now!

A collective sigh of relief was drawn by the dozen or so locals who gathered on 
Saturday March 27th to witness Cllr Helen Froggatt, Civic Chair of the DDDC, 
officially re-open the Monsal Head Toilets and give thanks to the tireless efforts 
of Cllrs Mark Wakeman and Clare Gamble. Residents have had to put up with  
walkers unable to keep everything crossed going up the steep path from the 
Monsal Trail for nearly three years. Helen Abrahams has had to endure men 
relieving themselves in front of her on a daily basis, who make no effort to stop 
or at least to cover themselves. She commented “Hopefully, this will put an end to 
my surprising men who don’t realise they are ‘spending a penny’ off their route but 
right in front of walkers on another path! I let them know with humour I’ll not be 
embarrassing them. The way I see it, it’s for them to be self conscious about it, not me.” 

Sarah Stokes hands over a cheque for £3000 to Clare Gamble and Mark Wakeman on behalf of the Little Longstone Parish Meeting

Cllr Froggatt cuts the tape - Hooray! Residents gather in the car park beforehand to watch the ceremony

NICOLA ROBERTSON
EQUINE MASSAGE THERAPIST

BOOK NOW AND LET YOUR
HORSE OR PONY FEEL THE

AMAZING BENEFITS OF EQUINE
MASSAGE

DISCOUNT FOR NEW
CUSTOMERS

info@5starequinemassage.co.uk
www.5starequinemassage.co.uk

07717 748247

Plumbing and
Heating Services Ltd
Tel: 01298 872278

Mobile: 07831 242826

apwheatingltd@gmail.com

A.
WILLIAMS

No. 39143
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Well Done, Sue!
Congratulations to Sue Stephenson 
of Rowland who managed to raise 
£2,460 from her jams, chutneys and 
marmalades for Edale Mountain 
Rescue in the year to March, despite the 
severe lockdown restrictions for most 
of that time. Amazing achievement!

Catherine Chapman from Rowland 
had the answer when she independently 
got in touch to say “We’re seeing so 
many myxi rabbits here just now. 
Together with our concern, we wonder if 
this is quite widespread in our area just 
now? We just want to raise awareness 
of this epidemic. It’s so awful to see the 
animals suffering.”

Like coronavirus, myxomatosis  
crossed species with devastating effect. 
Its original hosts, American brush 
rabbits, only suffer mild symptoms, but 
it is nearly always fatal in our native 
variety. Introduced to Australia and 
France in the 1950s for population 
control, it spread like wildfire reaching 
Britain in 1953. It is transmitted mainly 
by fleas and insect bites, and sadly 
an epidemic like this usually follows 
a population explosion. The long hot 
weather last summer provided the 
perfect conditions for this to occur.

The good: Many thanks to whoever 
altered the design of the field stile (Tom 
Cox and Dan Barker. Ed) on the footpath 
from Beggarway Lane to Stanshill Dale. 
The new stile is so much easier to use.

The bad: Shame on whoever left the 
green bag containing dog s*** at the 
entrance to the stile. It’s made worse 
because there is a bin at the start of the 
footpath. On the other side of the round 
gate post there is a sign stating that the 
walled lane is a designated area under 
the Dog (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 and 
asking owners to ‘clean up after your 
dog’. Please, please, dog owners think 
of others before dropping the bag or 
hanging it up on a tree.       Sue Woods

The Good and the Bad

Rabbit Plague Rampant
It’s not just Homo Sapiens ravaged by a 
plague right now. Janet Byrne wrote in:

“Longstone Edge has always been a 
vibrant rabbit warren and seeing the 
rabbits scamper across the face of the 
Edge has always added to the pleasure 
of walking there. Over the several walks 
that I have made over these last three 
months I have noticed a change, with 
increasing numbers of dead rabbits 
along the path and fewer live ones. 
On a recent walk I saw perhaps fifteen 
bodies lying close to the path and one 
even suspended about five feet above the 
ground in a hawthorn bush.  At one point 
I saw a live rabbit ahead and instead of 
it running briskly for cover, which would 
be the usual response, it allowed me to 
approach very closely before going to 
ground. So I am wondering if there is 
some disease currently circulating. It is 
apparent that the bodies do not figure 
on the menu for foxes or birds of prey, 
so could poison be a possibility? Can 
anybody enlighten me?”

Dog Owners: Take Note

Dogs chasing sheep do not need to be large or ferocious, or even to physically attack 
them to create devastation. These shocking pictures were taken on Christmas Day 
across the border in Cheshire. 30 sheep died from stress and panicked exhaustion 
as the result of dogs worrying and chasing them uncontrollably.

We are now in the height of the lambing season, so this is a timely reminder to 
keep your dogs on a lead when going through any field with animals. The viral 
video of the labrador Fenton chasing deer in Richmond Park ten years ago has a 
lot to answer for. It is no laughing matter to watch any dog chase cattle or sheep, 
and those who let it happen do not seem to realise the consequences are not 
always immediately obvious. In the January issue of UTE, Dan Cox reported how 
one of their pedigree Charolais lost its calf as a result. In addition, for months 
afterwards, as with a previous episode some years earlier, the cows treated all 
humans, and especially those with dogs, with hostile suspicion. As reported, Jill 
Thornton was lucky to escape serious injury when walking her small terrier.

Unfortunately, the Cox’s cow never fully recovered. They were unable to get her 
back in calf and so she had to be sent to slaughter last month. Commercial suckler 
cows cost £1300 to replace, but pedigree Charolais cows can be up to three times 
this amount. Even a new born calf can reach £500. In the case of sheep, a breeding 
ewe costs around £185 to replace, and a lost lamb can mean £85 in lost income to 
the farmer in the autumn sale. Small farmers like the Coxes and Shimwells often 
work incredibly long hours at well below the national minimum wage for very 
little financial reward, because they love the land and their animals. They can ill 
afford any loss, let alone ones that are completely avoidable.

The incidents in Great Longstone cannot be passed off on visitors from the 
towns and cities. All the farmers in the area are seeing more and more trouble 
from dogs and sadly it’s nearly all from a few local people who spoil it for the 
responsible owners. We are very lucky in this country to be able to roam so freely. 
Please think twice before abusing this privilege.

Photos courtesy of Cheshire Police Rural Crime Team
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Matlock Street, Bakewell DE45 1EE.  Tel: 01629 259672
www.Careforfeetuk.co.uk

• General nail care,
• Hard skin/callus and corn removal 
• Verruca, fungal nails 
• Treatment of ingrown toenails, 
     cracked heels and reduction of thickened toenails

Home Visits Available

Care for Feet Podiatry Foot Clinic
(Trading upstairs Loughran Hague Salon)

Little Longstone
Parish Notes

The following is a summary taken from 
the minutes of the Parish Meeting held 
online on 22nd February.
Donations (section 137, Local 
Government Act) and subscriptions: 
To be made to Under the Edge, Bakewell 
and Eyam Community Transport, GL 
Cricket Club and GL Pre-School.
Monsal Head Ice Cream Van: ll 
documents have been received and 
completed for the new ice cream 
licence with Monsal Head Ices.
Short term Car Park: Reported to 
DDDC that benches needed re-staining, 
also there are mole hills on the green 
triangle area and two gaps in the walls.
Monsal Head Toilets: To reopen on 
1st March under a tenancy, as legal 
documentation and grant of £7500 
not yet received from DDDC. Running 
costs estimated at around £6500 per 
year. An honesty box is being used. The 
aim is to provide a disabled toilet in the 
future. Currently a drain issue is being 
sorted. Insurance and a cleaner have 
been organised. The parish meeting 
is to donate for specific items of work.
The Clerk to discuss with Cllr Gamble 
whether the toilets will be closed 
overnight and also signage and posters 
to advertise the story behind getting 
the toilets open and the people looking 
after them.
Scratta Wood:  Mr Chris Thirtle 
(owner of Scratta Wood) discussed 
the woodland management plan. Ash 
dieback is an issue in the woodland 
so he is looking at replanting when 
trees removed. 25 trees were put in 
last year and 25 trees this year to 
account for ash dieback. The plan 
includes consideration for wildlife; not 
planting near the roadside of the wood 
at present as expect to fell; not advised 
to plant just a single species now 
(by Natural England) due to climate 
change/pollution; trees planted to 

be native to this part of the world; 
rebuilding of walls. The plans have 
been approved by Natural England and 
Peak Park. Chris would like the Parish 
Meeting to contact him should there be 
any concerns in the future.
Monsal Dale and viaduct:
Weir path: Work awaited including 

cut back areas for more passing places. 
Work commenced on the weir tunnel.
Visitor management plans: Peak 

Park considering ranger patrols of the 
car park, viaduct and lawn/weir in 
July and August. They are also looking 
at doing introductory walks and are 
looking for volunteers.
Viewpoint cut back: Detailed report 

by Woodland Conservation Officer sent 
by Peak Park, mainly about coppicing.
Monsal Dale Action Plan: Awaiting 

replies on the plan.
Photographer: Two GL volunteers 

will take photos of the Dale at different 
times of the year to help to monitor ash 
die back and tree growth.
Village event: Well dressing date and 
band date are provisionally booked, 
together with the vicar’s blessing date, 
but all subject to COVID-19 restrictions.
Parking/speeding/streetlights: A 
query was raised regarding dustbins 
left permanently on the roadside and 
whether this was legal. Clerk is to look 
into this matter.
Maintenance: Work to commence on 
staining two benches and on the horse 
trough to enable the pump to work. Any 
further work on troughs to be looked 
at in due course. All grit bins should be 
full again. No progress on Cherpit Lane.
Pinfold: The Parish Meeting has no 
formal ownership documents. The 
meeting will consider whether to 
register the land or not.
Contact Details
Sarah Stokes, Clerk to Little Longstone 
Parish Meeting, Longstone Byre, Little 
Longstone, Bakewell DE45 1NN.
Tel: 01629 640851.
Email: stokes271@btinternet.com

Poo Rage

Seriously, Please Don’t Do This!

Robert Thornhill was horrified to 
discover someone had been marking 
dog poo in his fields with these non-
biodegradable plastic plant tags. Their 
sharp points could cause serious and 
potentially fatal internal injuries if 
swallowed by a cow. This is even more 
likely if they are undiscovered before 
being splintered by a mower and 
incorporated into a bale of silage.

Great Longstone Parish Council has 
also condemned this practice, even on 
walled tracks outside the fields, as it 
just creates unnecessary litter, as well 
as acting as a potential magnet for 
toddlers and dogs to investigate.

Bemused walkers found a novel way 
of marking a footpath one morning in 
late March by a trail of neatly spaced 
poo bags every five metres down to the 
squeeze stile off Beggarway Lane, each 
sprayed with red paint. It is thought to 
have been inspired by DDDC’s autumn 
campaign Don’t be a Tosser - bin it!. 
The bags were removed a couple of 
days later and replaced by a notice on a 
tree: Children play here, pick up your 
Dog Mess!!

If you feel tempted to follow suit, 
please be absolutely sure to use a 
non-toxic chalk-based wildlife-friendly 
paint. DDDC has changed its stance, 
and no longer recommend this tactic 
of drawing attention to the issue, and 
they have also stopped supplying the 
paint, which has proved very difficult 
to clean from tarmac.
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Soundscape for Longstone?
As Live and Local haven’t been able to 
put on their usual rural touring events, 
they have come up with an interesting 
idea of pairing villages with artists and 
musicians to work on creative projects: 
writing, music, creating soundscapes, 
visual arts and so on. 

Could this be a nice thing to do as 
we come out of lockdown? To see what 
other villages have done, go to youtube.
com/watch?v=e_FjYzGUOmk .  If 
you’d like to get involved in creating a 
soundscape of our villages, please call 
me on 01629 640493 or email me at  
jane@janelittlefieldglass.co.uk to 
share your thoughts.    Jane Littlefield

May Gardening Notes
In my earlier notes I was saying how cold and wet the soil was. Well, it has 
certainly dried out now and warmed up a little. We have had a spell of sunny days 
and cold frosty nights, so I have been bringing tender plants inside overnight to 
protect them. Last year we had an exceptionally cold night in the middle of May 
which killed all the blossom on my pear and apple trees and many other tender 
new shoots, so fingers crossed for this year. If a really cold night is forecast they 
could be covered with fleece. Last year at this time all the garden centres were 
closed, so thank goodness they are open this time and they have been really busy.

As shoots emerge from potatoes I will earth them up to protect from frost and 
encourage a larger yield. A bit of fertiliser helps as well. I have quite a few hardy 
plants in the ground such as broad beans, peas, onions, garlic and beetroot, but 
will not plant out tender plants such as courgettes, runner beans or sweetcorn till 
the end of the month. I will be providing supports for my peas, broad beans and 
runner beans. I will grow certain plants in pots and place them near the kitchen 
door so that they can be harvested when cooking or preparing salads, such as 
mint, sage, chives, basil, lovage, marjoram, lettuce and radishes. Tomatoes are 
growing at a pace now and I grow these in pots in the greenhouse up bamboo 
canes, tying them in as they grow and taking out the side shoots. Having said that, 
I have got a couple of bush tomatoes where they do not require the side shoots 
removing and they produce an abundance of cherry tomatoes.

Farewell, Judith Twigg

UTE’s County Councillor for the last 24 
years and current DCC Civic Chairman, 
Judith Twigg, is stepping down on May 
26th, at 81. She became involved in local 
issues when a Park Ranger wouldn’t let 
her youngest child aged three ride his 
tricycle in a local recreation ground. 
She stood at the next election in 1975 
to try to change that, and has worked 
tirelessly ever since. Judith told UTE 
“My home has always been in Bakewell 
and my father came from Wardlow, so 
it has been an honour and pleasure 
to serve the people of Bakewell and 
surrounding villages. Working alongside 
26 parishes, I think we have achieved 
a great deal for local people, from 
highways improvements to provision of 
play equipment and other facilities. I’ll 
miss this role but feel it is the right time 
to retire and spend time with family and 
on gardening and embroidery. I always 
know what is going on in Longstone 
as you have a brilliant clerk in Sarah 
Stokes, and I always pick up a copy of 
UTE when I come to a meeting!”

Wendy Long, GLPC Chair, sends 
“Heartfelt retirement wishes to Cllr 
Judith Twigg from the Parish Council 
and residents of Great Longstone. Your 
help and advice over the years has 
always been greatly appreciated and we 
all hope you enjoy a long, healthy and 
happy retirement.”

Make sure that container plants are well watered, especially during long dry 
spells. I will water mine once or twice weekly. They would also benefit from the 
occasional liquid feed. I will plant up a few pots with annuals for a summer show 
(see photo) such as fuschias, petunias, nemesias, marigolds, argyranthemums, 
verbenas and pelargoniums.

Andy Hanna

Calendar Photo: First Light at Wardlow

You can view all the calendar photos so far at photowalking.co.uk. Keep emailing 
your landscapes ‘Around the Edge’ to calendar@undertheedge.net!   Colby Burke
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DALE FARM MEATS
MOOR ROAD

GREAT LONGSTONE DE45 1UA

Grass fed Highland Beef, Lamb & Hogget
Reared slowly and naturally

Roasting joints, steaks, stewing cuts, 
burgers, sausages & more

Free Range Old Spot sausages,
 bacon and gammon also available

Meat frozen or available to order
We value local support - drop in

or email meat@dale.farm

Farming Notes May 2021
Winter has definitely held us firmly in 
its grip with some really challenging 
weather conditions in the past few 
weeks. Some spring sunshine gave us a 
false sense of optimism as the daffodils 
bloomed along Chertpit Lane and green 
shoots began springing earnestly from 
the ground.

As Easter approached we were 
busy doing spring jobs such as chain 
harrowing and rolling the fields, and 
preparing to open the campsite after 
closing at the start of November. 
Lockdown has felt like a long stretch 
throughout the winter months and 
we have been blessed to have the farm 
work to keep everyone here occupied. 
Things really ramp up a gear in the 
spring. March is a busy time for field 
work (as mentioned last month) and 
we start lambing in early April. The 
last couple of weeks before lambing is 
when some problems can occur with 
sheep as they are in the late stages of 
pregnancy. The week before Easter we 
had a few hot days and a ewe was off 
colour. On Easter Sunday she started 
showing signs of labour even though 
it was a week early. A week early to 
give birth is significant in sheep, and 
we were worried the lambs would not 
be alive. John was preparing to attend 
the Easter Sunday service at Great 

Longstone church, but sheep don’t 
know about our plans! Joanna and 
Nick brought the sheep into the barn 
and John had time to deliver safely the 
first and second lambs, which did not 
come easily but were both alive. An 
Easter blessing. He then hastily made 
off for the church service, while Joanna 
delivered the third lamb which was 
coming out backwards and sadly did 
not show signs of life. There was very 
little time to dwell on the sad event 
as the two live lambs were premature 
and in need of the vital colostrum milk. 
This was given to them via a syringe 
and tube into the stomach as the lambs 
were too weak to drink for themselves. 

The cold temperatures, even inside the 
barn, meant the lambs were fighting 
against the elements. So our trusty 
heat lamp which has been on the farm 
for around 50 years came out and gave 
the lambs a chance to warm through 
and gain some strength. We have 
been feeding them by bottle every few 
hours since then and they are getting 
stronger, although developmentally 
they are weak (see photo on left) and 
would not have survived without 
intervention! We are hopeful that 
most of lambs born will be more 
straightforward than this!

After Easter the weather has 
continued to pose a challenge, with 
-6°C recorded a few nights ago and 
thick ice on the water troughs. We 
couldn’t believe how much snow fell 
one Tuesday afternoon in a heavy 
blizzard that left more than an inch of 
snow on the fields for 24 hours. When 
the sun shone it felt like a beautiful 
winter’s day and not like spring at all 
(photo below).

Now we are getting excited to reopen 
the camp site and see the village pubs 
open to visitors and locals alike. The 
area is sure to be thriving again soon. 
We just need some sunshine for the 
beer gardens, the campers, and the 
lambs!      Joanna and John Shimwell

Lamb born on Easter Sunday

Daffodils on Chertpit Lane

Michael P. Harrison
Plumbing &

Heating
GAS	Safe	Register:

302463

Telephone: 01629 812940
Mobile: 07850 371386

18 Woodside Close,
Bakewell  DE45 1AY

The Merchant’s Yard

Restaurant & Bar

St John’s Road,
Tideswell SK17 8NE

www.themerchantsyard.com

We look forward to 
welcoming our 

customers back as 
soon as we are able 

to do so

Reopening on
Monday 17th May

To book, call
01298 872442
See you soon!
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The Packhorse Inn
Little Longstone

David and Lorraine welcome 
you to The Packhorse.

Excellent hand-pulled ales and 
quality home cooked food

Wed-Fri 12-3, 5-10 (food to 9)
Sat-Sun all day 12-10 (food to 9)
 Tables bookable for 2-8 people

Takeaway beer & food from menu
Beer garden with pergola at rear 
Two covered benches in the front

Check website or 
Facebook for latest details 

packhorselongstone.co.uk
( 01629 640471

Dear All,
How good it has been to see life 
coming back again with the easing of 
restrictions! How good it is to see the 
shops opening up again! How good it is 
to be able to meet up with people in our 
gardens! How good it is to see people 
returning to live sporting events! How 
good it is to see the pubs selling beer! 
How good it is to see families out, 
enjoying a picnic together, in the warm 
spring sunshine!

All this goodness speaks of our need 
to be together and that life is to be 
enjoyed. As the Christian tradition puts 
it, God saw all that he had made and it 
was very good!

The significant lifting of restrictions 
chimes in with the season of Easter, 
with its theme of resurrection and 
the hope of new life. We all long for a 
return to normality but it is here, in our 
existential need for normality, that the 
resurrection provides us with a serious 
challenge.

At my ordination I had to promise to 
continue to read and study the Bible 
and the one thing that I have learnt 
in the Bible about the resurrection 
of Jesus is that for the disciples there 
was no return to normality. They had 
experienced the presence of the Risen 
Christ and they were changed forever.

Does this not reflect in some way on 
our present situation? The world has 
changed, life has changed and people 

have changed. As human beings we 
so often experience change in terms 
of loss. Maybe once the worst of this 
pandemic is over we shall need to 
grieve for what has gone forever. 
Equally we may well need to reflect on 
what we have learnt though it all and 
embrace the new in a spirit of hope.

My last walk on Longstone Moor 
drew me once again to one of my 
favourite spots to visit. The place 
became a sort of ‘outdoor refuge’ 
during the various lockdowns. As I lay 
down on the earth I took time to feel 
the earth beneath me and the sun on 
my face. I closed my eyes. The skylarks 
had returned and I listened to them 
singing somewhere above me. The 
resurrection speaks of future glory and 
we too shall sing once more.

Blessings,
James

Snippets
• The tenor (heaviest) bell at St. Giles 
was tolled 99 times shortly after 
midday on the day of the death of 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
• The tenor bell at St. Giles was tolled 
365 times on Tuesday 23rd March 
to mark the anniversary of the first 
national lockdown and in memory of 
those who died during the year.
• Three of the six bells at St Giles were 
rung on Easter Day. It was good to hear 
some of our bells ringing again on the 
greatest day of the Christian year.

Vicar’s Contact Details
James Croft  ( 01629 640257
jamescroft80@gmail.com

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL 
CHURCH MEETING

Sunday 30th May 12 noon
St. Giles’ Church
Great Longstone

Meeting to
elect Churchwardens
followed by the APCM

Church Electoral Roll
If you would like your name included 
in the Electoral Roll of St Giles, please 
contact Frank Hammond, 1 Croft 
Road, Great Longstone, Bakewell, 
DE45 1PA who will be able to give you 
an application form for enrolment.

Being on the Electoral Roll means 
you can vote on church matters, as well 
as stand for election to the Parochial 
Church Council. You must be 16 or over, 
baptised, and either live in the parish 
or have attended a church in the parish 
regularly for at least 6 months.

LOCAL ELECTIONS
Derbyshire County Council

1 Councillor for Bakewell Division

THURSDAY 6TH MAY

(Derbyshire) Ltd.

•  Quality, purpose made joinery
•  Doors, windows, fitted furnishings
•  Made to measure
•  Traditional & contemporary
•  Range of woods and finishes
•  Estimate on request

01629 813633 / 07835 238160
joineryworkshop@gmail.com
www.thejoineryworkshop.com
Hassop, DE45 1NW
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May in the Garden

    teve Walton Electrical
   

Local Domestic Electrician
based in Hathersage

• All work Fully guaranteed
• No job too small  
• Efficient and Reliable
• PAT tests

         07766 557691
 stevewaltonelectrical@gmail.com
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St. Giles Great Longstone
& Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Wardlow

Services in May 
2nd May - Easter 5

 9.00am Said Eucharist (Wardlow)
11.00am Morning Service (St. Giles)

9th May - Easter 6
11.00am Said Eucharist (St. Giles)

16th May - Easter 7 
 9.00am Morning Service (Wardlow)
11.00am Said Eucharist (St. Giles)

23rd May - Pentecost  
11.00am Said Eucharist (St. Giles)

30th May - Trinity Sunday 
11.00am Said Eucharist (St. Giles)
Note: All services are subject to the 
Government’s National Restrictions. 
Social distancing means that no more 
than 33 people are allowed in church.

  Bakewell Pet
  Supplies

Wide range of pet products
Free local delivery

8 Water Street, Bakewell
Tel: 01629 814264

AGENT FOR DRY CLEANING
Service Washes    Bed and Bath Linen
Table Linen    Workwear & Overalls

IRON ONLY SERVICE
Uniforms    Sleeping Bags

Sports Kits    Duvets

Hillsprings
LAUNDRY

The Dale, Stoney Middleton, Hope Valley S32 4TF
www.hillsprings.co.uk						( 01433 631442
E-mail: enquiries@hillspringslaundry.co.uk

Open Monday-Friday 7am-5pm
Collection and delivery available

Life’s about making the 
right choices

.Investments.Pensions.Protection

 Broome’s Barns, Pilsley Lane, Pilsley, Derbyshire, DE45 1PF
Tel. 01246 582242. Email: info@spearfinancial.co.uk

www.spearfinancial.co.uk

Spear Financial Limited is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority

spear financial ltd 
               nurture grow & protect

Lawns: Apply lawn fertiliser and continue regular mowing, apply fungicides for
disease control and weed killing.
Roses: Spray with Roseclear or similar product to control pests and diseases.
Herbaceous plants: Control weeds by hoeing between plants, stake tall plants 
such as delphiniums and water newly planted beds.
Dahlias: Plant out young plants when danger of frost has passed, stake and 
label each plant.
Chrysanthemums: Plant out flowering varieties in garden, also pom-poms. 
Scatter slug bait.
Sweet peas: Hoe around plants, mulch in dry weather. Tie in cordons as they 
grow.
Flowers from seed: Make sowings of hardy and half hardy annuals when risk 
of frost has passed. Sow hardy biennials in drills in nursery bed.
Trees and shrubs: Plant out shrubs that are tender when young (fuchsia, 
arbutus, choisys and hydrangeas) and keep watered until well established. Cut 
off dead flowers and thin out shoots that are weak from shrubs that have finished 
flowering. Remove dead wood and thin shoots from forsythias to keep in shape.
Fruit: Control pests when seen. Feed and water all fruit when fruit is swelling. 
Tie up new shoots on blackberries and loganberries. Control weeds around 
trees and bushes in the cultivated ground. Protect strawberry fruit with straw 
and scatter slug bait.
Vegetables: Cover potatoes if frost is forecast. Prepare site for sowing marrows. 
Make sowings of summer spinach, salad crops, beetroot and French beans.
General tasks: Spray roses, fruit bushes and broad beans weekly against aphids 
and caterpillars. Apply liquid feeds or dress with fast-acting fertiliser and water in.

Granny Anne’s Deliciously Simple Irish Stew
Anne McGuire moved to Monsal Head five years ago 
with her daughter and son-in-law, but she was
born and spent most of her life in Glasgow.
She recently passed on this family recipe to her
grandson Tom, who felt it was too good not to share.

Amazingly, such a tasty dish consists of just four ingredients. It’s the sort of 
challenge faced by cooks such as Ainsley Harriott on Ready Steady Cook! or in 
the  ‘Rustle Up’ task set by Chris Bavin and Mary Berry on Britain’s Best Home 
Cook, but they would be hard pushed to beat this recipe. Tom puts it down to the 
resourcefulness of Anne’s Irish ancestry!

4 good sized potatoes
2 large carrots
1 large onion
4 rashers back bacon

Cut the bacon into 1cm square pieces and fry in a little oil 
in the bottom of a small casserole dish. Chop the onion 
finely and add to the bacon for five minutes or so until soft.

Meanwhile, peel and slice the carrots 5mm thick and 
the potatoes 1cm thick. Add half the carrots to the bacon 
and onion and stir for a further couple of minutes.

Now add the remaining carrots as a layer on top and sprinkle 
with a little salt, followed by a layer of potatoes, and again
sprinkle with salt. Finally add the remaining potatoes
and salt this layer as before.

Add water up to the bottom of the first potato layer.
Cover and simmer on the hob for 15 minutes. Check
the potatoes are cooked, and if necessary simmer a
further five to ten minutes. Plate up and enjoy!

Rear Beer Garden & Car Park
Child Friendly

Dogs Allowed in Main Bar
Accessible Toilets

Renovated Snug Bar
Cocktails coming soon...

Outside Service and Takeaway
Open Friday-Sunday

The White Lion
Great Longstone

Fri 12-3 & 5-late, Sat 12-late, Sun 12-6

( 01629 640252
www.whiteliongreatlongstone.co.uk

New exciting menu with daily changing specials
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J. W. & J. METTAM
LIMITED

Independent Family
Funeral Directors since 1899

Ambrose House, 
Granby Croft,

Bakewell DE45 1ET

Tel: (01629 812114)

Bakewell Medical Centre
www.bakewellmedicalcentre.co.uk

Telephone: 01629 816636
Normal Surgery Opening Times:
   Mon Thurs  Fri           8am - 6.30pm
   Tues                             8am - 8.00pm
   Wed                              7am - 6.30pm

We do not close for lunch
Closed: Bank Holidays  from 1.30pm
Whitworth Hospital Opening Times: 
A&E (Minor Injuries Unit): 8am - 10pm
X-Ray: Mon                         9am -   5pm
              Tue-Fri            9am - 12.30pm

For medical advice when the 
surgery is closed,  phone 111

‘Patient Access’: If you have access 
to a computer  you can register 
to use ‘Patient Access’ to book GP 
appointments and order repeat 
medications on-line.  Please ask at 
reception for registration details.
IF YOU ARE ALREADY REGISTERED 
YOU CAN DOWNLOAD THE APP TO 
USE FROM YOUR SMARTPHONE OR 
TABLET DEVICE.
Credit/Debit Cards: We accept 
payments via cards as well as cash.

Baslow Health Centre
 www.baslowhealthcentre.co.uk

Clinicians are still available for 
consultations and medical advice. 
Please contact the surgery and a GP or 
Nurse will call you back to discuss your 
concerns and if necessary arrange 
to see you in person. Many problems 
can be dealt with over the telephone.
Please collect prescriptions (allow 
three working days) and leave samples 
at the side window near the back door, 
between 8am and 5pm.

Normal Surgery Opening Times:  
   Mon- Fri                          8am - 6.30pm
 Closed: Bank Holidays & afternoon
   of Wednesday 12th May
Phones:  Mon-Fri             8am – 6.30pm
Telephone Numbers:
  Reception 01246 582216  
  District Nursing Team 01332 564900  
  Health Visitor 01629 816633
  Surgery Fax 01246 583867
Please ring for test results after 2.30pm 
as we do not get results until lunchtime.

For Urgent Calls when the 
surgery is closed,  phone 111

MATHEMATICS
TUITION 

 PGCE Qualified,
Registered Teacher with

years of experience.
Year 2 to 11 any level and adults

Social Distancing and
Hygiene Measures

strictly in place
Phone  07803 127337

Email: lindacmason@hotmail.com

9am–12noon Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
 9am–3pm Monday & Wednesday

We are a small, friendly and independent 
pre-school for children from 2 to school age.  

Our focus is on learning through play in a 
stimulating and safe environment.

High staff:child ratios   Ofsted rating: Good
( 01629	640842

www.greatlongstonepreschool.org.uk

Defibrillators
Great Longstone

Main Street, in phone box by bus 
shelter opposite Longstone School. 
Recreation ground, on Cricket 
Club tea hut.

Little Longstone
Main Street, in telephone box 
opposite the Packhorse Inn.

 Longstone Business Park
At entrance, next to barrier, on 
Tilly Studios building.

What’s On
5th May - Great Longstone Parish Council Annual Meeting, 7pm by Zoom
15th May - Baslow Bowls Club Taster Session, Baslow Sports Field 11am
19th May - WI Afternoon Tea, Croft Lodge, Church Lane 3.30pm
26/27th June - Open Gardens Weekend, Great Longstone
10th July - Great Longstone Well Dressing and Blessing
Contact Sarah Stokes for further details of Parish Council meeting:

          ( 01629 640851 or email  parishcouncil@greatlongstone.org

WILLIAMS

Deliveries to your Home
every Thursday 

Call 07720 256654 to arrange a visit

Cod, Salmon, Seabass, Tuna, Monkfish, Sole, 
Mackerel, Scampi, Prawns, Dressed Crabs, 

Jellied Eels, Fish Cakes & much more

www.mikesfreshfishltd.com

Specialist in sliding box sash windows
Casement windows and doors
All joinery work undertaken

Mobile: 07707 772561

Web: www.wsouthernjoinery.co.uk
Email: wsouthernjoinery@hotmail.co.uk

Bespoke Woodworking
WSouthern Joinery

 	J.M. Rowland
  Decorating

& 
Joinery

	Tel:	01629	640021
	Mob:	07976	967798

 Aisseford Tea Room
                                Ashford-in-the-Water

Breakfast Lunch
Afternoon Tea

      Stop by for gifts and cards
      Dogs and Muddy Boots welcome
      Closed during lockdown
      Takeaways on Special Occasions
          (see Facebook for details)

01629 812 773
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A Note From The Editor
Thank you to everyone who submits 
material for publication and especially 
our regular contributors. Enquiries and 
submissions should be sent to:
editor@undertheedge.net

Please include your name and contact 
details. The copy deadline for the next 
issue is 10am on:

Thursday 20th May
Photos should preferably be at least 
1MB (1500x1500 pixels) and in colour.
Printed photos should be scanned at 
300 or 600 dpi. We can scan material 
if you do not have access to a scanner.
The editors and management committee 
do not necessarily endorse opinions 
expressed in articles and adverts.
Subscriptions are available - contact 
subscriptions@undertheedge.net
Correspondence address for those 
without access to email:

c/o The Vicarage, Church Lane,  
Great Longstone, Bakewell, 

Derbyshire, DE45 1TB
All back issues available on our website

www.undertheedge.net

Paul and Jan Hudson were first across the threshold at the 
Crispin on Monday April 12th to celebrate the pubs opening!

Safe and snug! Punters enjoying a pint or two with their meals 
in the new and warm pergola at the back of the Packhorse

Bill McGregor and Tony Cosic resembled ageing rock stars by the middle of April, and now they’re shorn are finding it a bit chilly! 

Round and About

The InnrispinC

Main Street, Great Longstone DE45 1TZ

Traditional Family Owned
Country Inn

Quality Home Cooked Food
(Local produce & suppliers)

Takeaway available
Award winning Cask Ales

Extensive Wine List
Two dining rooms available for

parties & business meetings
Beer garden & outdoor seating

Children, dogs & muddy boots welcome
5 star hygiene rating

Supporting the
community
 since 2005

(01629 640237
www.thecrispingreatlongstone.co.uk


