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Winning Smiles!

Katt Dean was the clear winner with 25% of the votes in last month’s ‘Family Portrait’ category of the Virtual Photo 
Competition, with this charming Christmassy family group of herself with husband Tom and eight month old Harry. 
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Ron Meades 1920-2021
We are sad to announce the death of Ron Meades, a former resident of 
Great Longstone, on Friday 8th January 2021 in Weymouth, aged 100. 
Ron was born in Cardiff on 9th December 1920. He joined the Royal 
Air Force in 1940 and served in Burma as ground crew with a number 
of  RAF squadrons. After returning home in 1945, Ron played football 
professionally for Cardiff City. In 1948 he married Kitty, and over the 
next twelve years they had five children. He qualified as a professional 
football coach in 1950 and coached in many countries, including India, 
Ceylon (Sri Lanka), Barbados, Iran, Kuwait, Romania and Norway. 

In 1958 Ron was appointed Football Coach at Torquay United Football 
Club and the family settled in the town. During the following years, 
Ron qualified as a music teacher and was much sought after for his 
gifts of piano and organ playing. Sadly, Kitty died suddenly in 2003. 
The following year, Ron moved from Torquay to the Peak District, 
where he soon became involved in local life as a deputy organist at a 
number of churches and chapels, including Great Longstone, Wardlow, 
Stoney Middleton, Curbar, Little Longstone Congregational Chapel, 
and the Methodist churches at Great Longstone and Darley Hillside. 
As a member of the Burma Star Association, he honoured his fellow 
comrades by taking part in the the annual Poppy Planting Ceremony at Westminster Abbey and the Remembrance Sunday 
Parade in Whitehall. The photo shows Ron with Prince Harry in November 2016.

In 2014 Ron moved to Weymouth, where three of his children live. In December 2020, he celebrated his 100th Birthday, 
but because of COVID-19 restrictions the family celebrated with him via Zoom, a new experience for him. With his musical 
skills and his talent as a raconteur, Ron was always entertaining company, and will be sadly missed by friends and family 
alike.      Sue Coe

A Grand Age
I had no idea I had reached a grand 
age until reading the exploits of the 
youthful looking 77 year old Lynne 
Walker in November’s UTE. It is of 
course the age of the man who has 
taken on the most important job in the 
world, namely President of the USA.

The inauguration of Mr Biden on 
20th January left me feeling strong 
pangs of conscience, as along with 
many others I will have been retired 
for over a dozen years, although in 
common with many other people, I  
think “Sooner him than me”.

Had we been in happier times I 
might have suggested those of this 
esteemed vintage gather at a local 
hostelry on that day and drink a toast 
to Mr Biden, wishing him well for his 
onerous duties. It may also have been 
an occasion to draw some mutual 
inspiration and encouragement for the 
years ahead.      Andrew Roddis

February Garden Notes
It’s still very wet everywhere and heavy rain is forecast so I am not in any rush to 
get back on the soil. I remember last February as being exceptionally wet, so we 
will just have to stay patient. At least the garden centres are still open. If you did 
not manage to plant any bulbs last autumn the garden centres will have plenty 
of pot grown bulbs, which will make a great display planted up in containers. 
You could also take the opportunity to stock up on items you are likely to need in 
the spring such as compost and fertiliser. Whilst the borders are relatively bare, 
I will be spreading organic fertilisers such as blood, fish and bone, seaweed or 
pelleted chicken manure. When we do get a drier spell, I will still be pottering 
around picking up leaves, trimming back spent perennials, and digging out weeds 
such as buttercups that are more visible at this time of year. Cut back clematis: 
the late spring and early summer flowering varieties can be trimmed back hard  
whilst the early spring and winter flowering types can be left as they are.

AGENT FOR DRY CLEANING
Service Washes    Bed and Bath Linen
Table Linen    Workwear & Overalls

IRON ONLY SERVICE
Uniforms    Sleeping Bags

Sports Kits    Duvets

Hillsprings
LAUNDRY

The Dale, Stoney Middleton, Hope Valley S32 4TF
www.hillsprings.co.uk      ( 01433 631442
E-mail: enquiries@hillspringslaundry.co.uk

Open Monday-Friday 7am-5pm
Collection and delivery available

I grow a variety of succulents 
that will flower even in the depths 
of winter (see photo). They are easy 
to grow, keep frost-free and need 
watering very sparingly during 
the winter. I water the greenhouse 
plants once a week although quite a 
number will not require any water 
at all, such as cacti and echeveria. I  
also keep an eye out for pests such 
as slugs, which love my echium 
plants! If greenfly and whitefly 
become a problem, you can put up 
yellow sticky traps. I will continue to 
sow seeds such as sweet peas, hardy 
annuals, parsley and coriander, 
as well as sowing peas and broad 
peas for an early crop. I am still 
harvesting brussels, cabbage and 
kale but will be pulling them out 
shortly and digging the area over 
when the weather allows.

Andy Hanna
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The Village Shop

Main Street, Great Longstone   ( 01629 640507

 Opening Times
Tuesday to Saturday 9.30am-4pm

Sunday 10am-1pm
Fresh vegetables, fruit, biscuits, bread,

milk, cheese, yoghurts, ice cream, pastries,
puddings, raw & cooked meats, logs, household supplies,

 cleaning products, tinned & dried goods, and much more!
 Free delivery or Collect at Shop           07890 205544l

We had a great response to our first online photographic competition this month. Entrants are invited to submit a photo and 
there is a different theme each month, which is then subject to a public vote. December’s theme was Family portrait. There 
were 21 entrants; the quality of the submissions was outstanding and it was lovely to see so many different interpretations 
of the theme. This month’s winner was Katt Dean’s lovely photo of the family all dressed up in their Christmas PJs!

January’s theme is Still Life and we are hoping that we will have even more entrants this month. Photos can be taken on 
any device and emailed to photos@undertheedge.net. We can also scan prints for you. All the photos can be seen on the 
GL community website www.greatlongstone.net/GL-Photographic-Competition.       Jane Littlefield

VIRTUAL PHOTO 
COMPETITION
VOTE!

online for your favourite
“Still Life”

before February 15th

SUBMIT!
entries online for category 

“Garden Creatures”
before February 28th

Full details at: 
www.greatlongstone.
net/GL-Photographic-

Competition

James Wang’s photo of Annie Davey’s daughter and granddaughter was 3rd. 
“It’s good to know there’s someone walking beside us for our first steps in life”

Jenny Croft came in 2nd place with this photo of the 
Shimwells’ Highland calf November. “Eating for two!”

Andy Hanna was joint 4th with “Pinkie and Perkie follow me everywhere” Chris Waddington was also in joint 4th place with “Having a laugh!”

Virtual Photo Competition

LITTLE LONGSTONE
PARISH MEETING

22nd February (online) 
Contact Sarah Stokes for 

further details
( 01629 640851

stokes271@btinternet.com

Census 2021
Jobs available!

Play an active part in this
once in a decade operation
Full information online at:

censusjobs.co.uk
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In Great Longstone we have a Nursing and Residential Home with nineteen single rooms. Many of you may not even be 
aware of its existence unless you happen to have visited a friend or relative staying there. It was built in 1994 by The John 
Thornhill Memorial Trust which is a ‘not for profit’ organisation. The driving force behind the trust’s creation was John’s 
wife, Molly Thornhill. Molly had been deeply saddened by the death of her friend’s mother Marjorie Birch, who was unable 
to spend her last days close to her family and friends, and she realised the need for a Home in the village to provide both 
residential and nursing care, especially for local people so that they could remain within their community.

Due to the current restrictions relating to COVID-19, Thornhill House is closed to all visitors. There were two gazebos 
outside where residents were able to meet visitors during the warmer months but with the onset of winter a temporary 
conservatory with a COVID-19 safe Visiting Pod has been installed so that residents can meet safely there with friends and 
relatives. The staff have been very careful at dealing with the virus but nevertheless there was a case of one person testing 
positive. This was a person coming in from another care home, who was immediately isolated until test results came back 
negative. The staff and the residents are tested on a very regular basis, currently twice a week. It was good to hear that the 
residents and staff received their first vaccine against the virus in the second week of January.

I have personal experience of Thornhill House as my father-in-law spent two years there. Residents are made to feel as 
comfortable as possible by bringing personal and loved items from home and they are very well looked after. There are 
also activities organised such as trips to local places of interest, as well as social events and exercises to take part in, though 
these will have been slightly curtailed under current restrictions. Thornhill House is a provider of local jobs employing 
forty five staff.     Andy Hanna

Thornhill House

An Awful Tempest
On February 16th 1962, a terrible 
storm swept across the country. 
It blew thousands of roofs off and 
uprooted thousands of trees.

This photograph was taken the 
day after the storm and shows a 
large yew tree that stood just to the 
left of the church porch, which was 
blown down in the gale. Luckily, it 
fell across the path and the only 
damage done was a few broken 
grave stones.

The person on the church roof is 
the Rev Geoffrey Prime who was 
Vicar at that time.

Ian Cox
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Specialist in sliding box sash windows
Casement windows and doors
All joinery work undertaken

Mobile: 07707 772561

Web: www.wsouthernjoinery.co.uk
Email: wsouthernjoinery@hotmail.co.uk

Bespoke Woodworking
WSouthern Joinery

Matlock Street, Bakewell DE45 1EE.  Tel: 01629 259672
www.Careforfeetuk.co.uk

• General nail care,
• Hard skin/callus and corn removal 
• Verruca, fungal nails 
• Treatment of ingrown toenails, 
     cracked heels and reduction of thickened toenails

Home Visits Available

Care for Feet Podiatry Foot Clinic
(Trading upstairs Loughran Hague Salon)

Molly Thornhill’s War Memories
In recent editions UTE has featured memories of the Second World War by Roy Finney and Sheila Hurst. Below is another 
one from the same collection by Hilary Clarke and Sheila Hurst, published by the Longstone Local History Group in 2002. 
The late Molly Thornhill (obituary UTE July 2013) was a pillar of the church choir and the wider village community. 

I came to Great Longstone from South Wales in 1940 with my mother, to escape the blitz. My father could not come with us 
as he was an inspector in the police force, responsible for the special constables. He visited us from time to time, travelling 
by train or, when he could get some petrol, by car. I had sinus problems and as there were no antibiotics then, I was often 

in bed with a fever. Getting up night after night to 
go to the air-raid shelter did not help. So the doctor 
advised my parents to get me away if they could, 
and my Uncle Frank, who lived at Hassop, found us 
accommodation in part of Beech House. I went to 
St Elphin’s as a day girl and, later in the war, when 
the threat of invasion was over, to boarding school 
in Somerset.

My Uncle Frank was billeting officer at Hassop 
for the evacuees and when two coach loads of them 
arrived from Birmingham, my mother and I went 
to help, making sandwiches and looking after the 
children, while the billeting arrangements were 
sorted out. The boys were quickly taken, as all the 
farmers wanted them to help on their farms. At the 
end of the day, we were left with two young mothers, 
each with a baby and a toddler. In desperation, my 
uncle phoned the agent at Chatsworth, who told him 
to bring them over and he’d see what they could do. 
So we set off by car in the dark with only very narrow Molly’s brother Stephen Milner, Molly and John Thornhill in centre of back row

slits of light from our headlights because of blackout restrictions. When we arrived, the housekeeper welcomed us and 
gave the evacuees a nice hot meal and put them in the orangery. The Duchess had got out some of Lady Anne’s toys for 
the children to play with. When we called the next day for their forms, the mothers could not find their way back to their 
bedrooms! They were used to living in a terraced house with all amenities close by. They must have been overwhelmed 
by Chatsworth. I don’t think they stayed very long.

Mr and Mrs Thornhill, who lived next door to us, reared a pig each year. After it was 
slaughtered, I imagine in the old slaughterhouse at the bottom of Moor Road, Mr Dawson, 
the village butcher, came and salted it down in our cellar. I think he used brown sugar and 
saltpetre. The carcass was laid on benches which are still there today. At some stage it was 
hung up and when it was ready, Mr Thornhill gave us some of the ham and bacon, and all 
the liver, which they didn’t like.

As a young girl, I don’t think I realised the seriousness of the war, but when someone I 
knew was killed in action, it brought home to me the gravity of the events.

I remember well the harvest time of the two summers I spent in Beech House. First 
there was haymaking, when I loved to be on the dray helping to load it, and then the grain 
harvest. A lot of corn was grown on the farm. One year, Mr Thornhill even grew some corn 
on Scratter, in a field above Wardlow right on the top. I have a photograph of the field with 
the stooks waiting to be collected. John Thornhill in RAF uniform 1944

There was a wonderful camaraderie in those days; everyone came to help each other. Mr. Dawson came and helped us 
and we helped him get in his fields in turn. I was often sent to help Mrs Thornhill (my future mother-in-law) to make the 
tea and bring it to the field where we were working. Mr Thornhill always paid us young ones. I well remember as they 
were the first wages I ever earned!               Molly Thornhill
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Parish Council Notes
The following are extracts from the 
official minutes of the Parish Council 
Meetings in December 2020 held online. 
These are published on the Parish 
Council noticeboard outside Longstone 
School and also on the community 
website www.greatlongstone.net.

9th December
Attendance
Present were Cllrs Wendy Long (Chair), 
Rick Gooch (Vice-Chair), Phil Barrett, 
and Sarah Stokes (Clerk). Absent were 
Cllrs James Cox, Dan Cox and John 
Shimwell.
Coronavirus
The Clerk reported putting new signs 
up regarding community help and 
noted there have been a few positive 
tests in the community. Cllr Gooch 
reported a six month vaccination 
process is imminent.
Recreation ground
Playground: No progress on bird’s 
nest swing and jumbo lander. No 
reply received from the contractor, 
who may be furloughed. Quotes were 
accepted for those obtained following 
parish inspection in October by the 
Clerk and Cllrs Long, Shimwell, D Cox 
and J Cox for Burma bridge repairs, 
turfing near climbing frame and in 
goal mouth, staining and replacement 
of storage box door, and resetting of 
bench press. The climber surface had 
been power washed and other safety 
surfaces sprayed for moss. The Clerk is 
to draw up a painting and staining list 
for equipment and all village benches.
Equipment for years 11+: The Clerk 
had purchased items for the new tennis 
post winder, which Cllr Barrett is to 
fix. Further items for this as well as 
possibly a new net may be needed. No 
progress made on court resurfacing 
project due to COVID-19.
Cricket and Football:
Sand has now been put in goal mouths, 
and the football pitch is awaiting the 
autumn deep spike. Tenders for football 
field maintenance had been received, 
and it was decided to accept the quote 
from the experienced football field 
contractor that the PC currently use.
Trees: Awaiting date for the tree work 
along with a quote for one of the trees.
Village Green, Hall and fields
Noticeboard: This now just awaits the 
stands and fine weather to be installed.
Cherry tree: The tree surgeon has 
removed the old tree and is to now 
look at the adjacent one. The Clerk will 

chase him over the new cherry tree, as 
there is concern over planting times 
and watering.
Remembrance and wreath laying: 
Following a number of changes in law 
due to COVID-19, GLPC displayed a 
QR-code and social distancing posters, 
and put out cones. The wreath laying 
had a good socially distanced turn out.
Xmas tree, lights and carols: The 
Clerk is to thank all involved in the Xmas 
tree and tree lights. The Christmas Eve 
Carol service cancellation had been 
publicised in UTE and on posters by 
the tree, noting that it was a joint 
decision with St Giles. Responsibilities 
for the Carol event in future years is 
to be discussed at the next meeting, 
following a letter from St Giles. In the 
past, St Giles have organised a Hi-Vis 
traffic coordinator and donkeys while 
GLPC organised the village tree. Five 
Xmas light strings are to be purchased 
for the trees.
Bench: A recycled plastic bench 
identical to that on the Village Green 
is to be purchased for £419 to replace 
one of the benches on West Green.
Village Hall: The water problems at 
the Hall following the water issue on 
Church Lane have now been rectified. 
The VH Management Committee 
has been reminded to get the boiler 
serviced and been made aware of 
further water work in January 2021.
Burial grounds: A Churchwarden of 
St Giles had highlighted a number of 
maintenance issues. The Clerk is to give 
him contact details for the DDDC, who 
are responsible for this, and help him if 
required. The issues are to be reviewed 
once St Giles has gone down this route.
Footpaths and roads
Speeding and school signage: There 
had been no progress on the new DCC 
school signs. The school lollipop signs 
are now being taken in by the school.
Streetlighting: The Clerk has reported 
a faulty light on Furnall Ave and 
the rotten street sign base in the 
Thornbridge area. The Clerk is to 
report a water issue on Glebe Ave and 
Station Rd. Cllr Twigg is to look into the 
relocation of ‘The Willows’ streetlight.
Works in pipeline: DCC resurfacing 
of Sunny Bank, hole filling in Chertpit 
Lane, and work on gap at edge of road 
caused by floods on Longreave Lane). 
No reply received yet from Peak Park 
about tarmac on Longstone Edge.
Council Administration
Land registration: Documentation for 
fields, track and builder’s yard to be 

Be Inspired
Dear Parishioners, I am writing to you on 
this occasion not as Vice-Chair of GLPC, 
but with my work-related fundraising 
hat on. I am the Organisation and 
Practice Manager for Inspire Health, a 
GP Practice in Chesterfield. With three 
other colleagues, Dr Maggie, Lucy and 
Theresa, we are aiming to run, walk, 
cycle or swim 4,250 miles starting this 
January to raise money for Ashgate 
Hospice, Chesterfield.

My personal aim is to cycle 2,500 
miles of the 4,250 total before the end 
of December. On the days I cannot cycle 
due to the weather, I will run on my 
treadmill in the garage. When I say run, 
I mean a fast walk, but in my mind I will 
be running. We have already started 
the challenge and the first 250 miles 
are in the bank.

Ashgate Hospice has been severely 
affected financially by the COVID-19 
pandemic and at one point was close 
to significantly cutting services. I am 
sure we all know someone or a family 
that have benefited from the care they 
provide 24/7, 365 days a year. The risk 
to the finance and income streams for 
Ashgate Hospice remains ever present, 
hence our decision to try and raise 
£1,500 this year.

So if you see me pedalling around 
the village at all  times of the day, I 
will be adding to my distance total 
and target. All four of us are recording 
our daily activity via the Strava app so 
that we can share accurate updates 
as to our progress as we continue our 
fundraising journey.

If you would like to donate that would 
be fantastic and well received. We can 
be found on the Just Giving website 
by searching for InspireHealth2021 
(please note no spaces!) or directly 
at justgiving.com/fundraising/
inspirehealth2021.

Thank you for reading my appeal.
Kind regards and stay safe.
Rick Gooch 

(Derbyshire) Ltd.

•  Quality, purpose made joinery
•  Doors, windows, fitted furnishings
•  Made to measure
•  Traditional & contemporary
•  Range of woods and finishes
•  Estimate on request

01629 813633 / 07835 238160
joineryworkshop@gmail.com
www.thejoineryworkshop.com
Hassop, DE45 1NW
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sent to solicitor in early 2021.
Financial regulations, standing 
orders, document retention policy 
and code of conduct: It was agreed 
that no changes needed to be made.
Community Facebook and website: 
Thanks once again go to Tom Dean for 
keeping both up to date. Becky Stokes 
plans to take these over when Tom 
relocates, subject to permanent work.
Financial matters
The 2019/20 external audit had been 
completed with no matters to attend 
to. A grant of £400 had been received 
from the Local Projects Fund towards 
the new noticeboard. All allotment 
rents have been received.
Planning Matters
Applications:  Standhill Cottage, 
Spring Bank. NP/DDD/1020/1015. 
Proposed two storey extension to 
dwelling. No objections. It was noted 
that Spring Bank lane leading to the 
recreation ground gate is not to be used 
for parking at any time.
T h e  W i l l ows ,  T h e  M i re s .  N P /
DDD/1120/1056. Single storey 
extension to rear of property. The 
Clerk is to obtain dimensions for the 
application from PDNPA and to hold 
an extraordinary PC meeting of the PC 
when these arrive.
Green Island, Longreave Lane, Rowland. 
NP/DDD/1120/1104.  Proposed 
replacement garage workshop and 
bike store. No objections.
Decisions: York Cottage, Main St. 
NP/DDD/0820/0741. Single storey 
extension to dwelling. Granted.
Land formally Bleaklow Farm, Hassop. 
NP/DDD/0820/0785. Retrospective 
application for vehicular access track. 
Granted. 
Land formally Bleaklow Farm, Hassop. 
NP/DDD/0520/0404. Change of use 
of approved stable buildings to 4 No. 
bedroom suites, an M&E room and a 
domestic store. Granted.
T h e  M a n o r  H o u s e .  N P /
DDD/0720/0666. Lowering and 
adaption of garden walls to west of the 
grade II listed Manor House. Granted.
Fo r m e r  B u i l d e r ’ s  y a r d .  N P /
DDD/0720/0682. Proposed change of 
use of former builder’s yard buildings 
and associated works to create a single 
dwelling. Granted.
Underedge Farm. NP/DDD/0720/0601. 
Alterations and extension of existing 
farm house. Granted.
Police report
PCSO not aware of any crimes in past 
30 days in Great Longstone.

16th December
(Extraordinary Meeting)

Attendance
Present were Cllr Wendy Long (Chair), 
Cllr Rick Gooch (Vice-Chair), Cllr Phil 
Barrett and Sarah Stokes (Clerk). 
Absent were Cllrs James Cox, Dan Cox 
and John Shimwell.
Declarations of interest
Cllr Barrett declared an interest in item 
4 on the agenda (The Willows).
Planning Matters
Applications: Gildlow, Moor Rd. NP 
DDD/1220/1162. Proposed alteration 
and extension of an existing dwelling 
and new build garage and associated 
works. No objections.
T h e  W i l l ows ,  T h e  M i re s .  N P /
DDD/1120/1056. Single storey 
extension to rear of property. Following 
further measurements from PDNPA, 
the planning application was discussed. 
No objections. However, there are 
concerns regarding off-road parking, 
if the new extension is built.
Burial grounds
A St Giles churchwarden had written 
highlighting a number of repairs and 
maintenance for 2021. It was decided 
to make a one-off payment of £500 
towards the ash dieback and gate post 
and wall costs. This donation was not 
to be taken as setting a precedent. The 
Chair stated that the PC fundraise for 
any extra community items and the 
church should also go down this route.
Date of next meeting
Wednesday 10th March 

Contact Details
Sarah Stokes, Clerk to Great Longstone 
Parish Council,  Longstone Byre, 
Little Longstone, Bakewell DE45 
1NN. Tel: 01629 640851. Email: 
parishcouncil@greatlongstone.org

Little Longstone
 Parish Notes

The following are extracts from the 
official minutes of the Parish Meeting 
held online on 23rd November 2020.
Village Maintenance for 2021 is to 
be carried out by jointly by J Cox and 
B Cardona based on good and reliable 
work in past years.
Grit Bins including the Monsal Hill bin 
are still full from last year.  The Clerk 
will liaise with the Chair for any further 
requirements.
Donations (Local Government Act 
Section 137) and Subscriptions 
2020/2021: Recipients, including 
a possible donation to Monsal Head 

toilets, will be considered at the 
meeting on February 22nd.
Ice Cream Tender: The tender for 
January 2021 to December 2023 had 
been advertised in the Peak Advertiser. 
One sealed bid had been received from 
Mr R Lambe of Monsal Head Ices, 
Hobbs Café, Monsal Head. This was 
accepted.
Short Term Car Park is all in good 
order.
Monsal Head Toilets: Cllrs Gamble 
and Wakemen are waiting on DDDC 
legal department regarding the 
transfer of ownership. The DDDC grant 
will also be transferred along with the 
ownership, which will not occur until 
post-Christmas. The intention is to 
move from a CIC to a charity.
Monsal Dale and Viaduct: A site 
meeting was held on 21st October to 
discuss necessary works and an action 
plan drawn up. All those present at the 
site meeting, including Chatsworth 
River Keeper and River Conservation 
Officer, are to comment on the action 
plan before it is approved. The weir 
path still needs work, but awaits 
DDDC. Peak Park Ranger R Kenning 
and his team are carrying out lots 
of cutting back. Mr J Everett from 
Chatsworth is very keen to work on 
the ash dieback, and an advertisement 
for a photographer was to be placed.
Village Event 2021: Members are to 
come forward at the next meeting with 
ideas for an event and when to hold it.
Parking, Speeding and Streetlights: 
Following the last meeting, DCC 
reported that a temporary passing 
place sign has been erected in the 
pull in at the bottom of Monsal Hill. 
The Clerk stated that members can 
do a refresher course in Speed Watch 
training online through PCSO Boswell.
Maintenance: Lining work is to be 
carried out to the well pump and horse 
troughs to enable the new pump to 
work. Benches near the horse troughs 
are to be stained. No progress has been 
made with DCC regarding the condition 
of Chertpit Lane.
Pinfold: Strimming and spraying to 
this area to be carried out alongside 
other village maintenance.
Date of next meeting
Monday 22nd February, 7pm online

Contact Details
Sarah Stokes, Clerk to Little Longstone 
Parish Meeting, Longstone Byre, Little 
Longstone, Bakewell DE45 1NN.
Tel: 01629 640851.
Email: stokes271@btinternet.com
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DaDale Fa

Da

DALE FARM MEATS
MOOR ROAD

GREAT LONGSTONE DE45 1UA

Grass fed Highland Beef, Lamb & Hogget
Reared slowly and naturally

Roasting joints, steaks, stewing cuts, 
burgers, sausages & more

Free Range Old Spot sausages,
 bacon and gammon also available

Meat frozen or available to order
We value local support - drop in

or email meat@dale.farm

Rear Beer Garden & Car Park
Child Friendly

Dogs Allowed in Main Bar
Accessible Toilets

Renovated Snug Bar
Cocktails coming soon...

Dine in Safely or Takeaway Available

The White Lion
Great Longstone

Tues-Fri 12-2.30, 5-9, Sat 12-9, Sun 12-4
Bar to 11pm (Sun 6pm)  Closed Mondays

( 01629 640252
www.whiteliongreatlongstone.co.uk

New exciting menu with daily changing specials

The Merchant’s Yard

Restaurant & Bar

St John’s Road,
Tideswell SK17 8NE

www.themerchantsyard.com

We look forward to 
welcoming our 

customers back as 
soon as we are able 

to do so

Farming Notes February 2021
We always keep a close eye on the weather forecast as it has a huge impact on farm life. We started off the New Year with 
frost and ice, and on many days this meant extra trips to all of the water troughs and ponds to break the ice.

Snowfall or a hard frost also means extra feeding for the sheep and cattle, as if the grass is covered or frozen solid the 
animals can’t eat very easily. Unwrapping the sweet smelling hay gathered last summer is a great reminder of good times 
and gives hope that better days are ahead of us. This feeding routine has helped to provide a comforting role in contrast 
to the chaos of the health crisis unfolding in the UK at the moment. It certainly is a worrying and difficult time and we are 
very grateful for the farm and the responsibilities it brings as there is less time to worry and dwell. Snow flurries painted 
the landscape a wonderful white and we enjoyed some spectacular days up in the fields with bright blue sky and sunshine, 
while the village at lower ground was shrouded in fog.

A big event for us this month was the cattle movements. We have three groups of cattle to organise: the spring-calving 
cows and their calves, the youngstock and some late-calving cows. The spring-calvers have been down in the fields near 
Station Road since September, joined by our stock bull Archie. The late-calving cows and the youngstock have all been 
grazing on land up at Dale Farm. All the cows had to come into the barn for worming before they were moved again. This 
involved driving the spring-calvers down Cross Lane and along Butts Road, then up Moor Road to the farm. This is nerve-
wracking to do, as there is always a risk something could go wrong and the cows could end up going the wrong way! Luckily, 
we had a team of helpers including Will and Heather Turner, Jed, Peter Shimwell, David Neal and Richard Furness. It is a 
fantastic sight to see the cows trotting through the village, particularly on a very miserable January day in lockdown (see 
photo above). Later on, we had to drive the late-calving cows and the bull to the Station Road land, and the spring-calving 
cows up to the top of Moor Road and onto the Black Plantation land, where they will spend the rest of the winter. The 
youngstock stay at the land behind Dale Farm. It was a long day and involved lots of walking and patience. Thanks to all 
who helped to ensure it went smoothly!

Finally, dog owners and dog walking. We have had further problems with dogs chasing our sheep across the land along 
Chertpit Lane. It is distressing, and we cannot emphasise enough how important it is to keep to the footpaths, with your 
dog on a lead at all times. The sheep are in lamb, and being chased and stressed by dogs can cause them to abort their 
lambs, or even die themselves. It seems to be a recurring problem for farmers that dogs terrorise livestock. It is sad that 
the message doesn’t seem to filter through.   John and Joanna Shimwell
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Snippets

 Aisseford Tea Room
                                Ashford-in-the-Water

Breakfast Lunch
Afternoon Tea

      Stop by for gifts and cards

      Dogs and Muddy Boots welcome

      Open 7 days a week

01629 812 773

Dear All,
This month sees the beginning of the 
season of Lent, a time when people 
traditionally give up things like alcohol 
or sweets. 

At the time of writing, we are 
currently in a third national lockdown. 
Once again we have been required 
to give up so much by way of our 
freedoms and personal liberty. We 
have certainly been asked to give up far 
more than alcohol or sweets!

Yet there is a crucial difference 
between the privations of a national 
lockdown and the privations of Lent. 
The former is about public health and 
safety and, crucially, the protection of 
others and the National Health Service. 
The latter is about spiritual growth.

The season of Lent, with its forty 
days and forty nights, is about the time 
Jesus spent in the wilderness. It was a 
time of fasting and of going without. 
It was a time of resisting temptations 
but crucially it was a time of growth 
that enabled and enriched his ministry.

Ash Wednesday is the day that marks 
the beginning of Lent. I think the 
preface at the beginning of the worship 
for this day explains the meaning of the 
season most beautifully:

In these forty days you lead us into 
the desert of repentance that through a 
pilgrimage of prayer and discipline we 
may grow in grace and learn to be your 
people once again. Through fasting, 

The Packhorse Inn
Little Longstone

David and Lorraine welcome 
you to The Packhorse.

Excellent hand-pulled ales and 
quality home cooked food

Mon-Thurs 5-10, Fri 12-3 & 5-10
Sat-Sun all day 12-10

(drinks only from 4-5pm Mon-Fri)
 Tables bookable for 2-8 people

Takeaway beer & food from menu
Beer garden at rear and 

two covered benches in the front
Check website or 

Facebook for latest details 
packhorselongstone.co.uk

( 01629 640471

prayer and acts of service you bring us 
back to your generous heart.

This pinpoints the whole purpose 
of Lent. Giving things up is not 
about losing weight or too heavy a 
dependency, excellent thought these 
aims are, but about our return to the 
living God. Lent is both penitential 
and joyful.

Lent prepares us for Easter and the 
celebration of the generous God, who 
in Jesus gave all for love.

With every blessing,
James

• Three of the bells at St Giles were 
rung on New Year’s Day for fifteen 
minutes in the morning to celebrate 
the New Year and hopefully a happier 
one than 2020.
• Vicar’s nature notes: once again it is 
a lovely sight to see the snowdrops in 
the churchyard. The Vicarage garden 
seems very still and quiet these days. 
Very few birds seem evident although 
a plucky pheasant seems to like coming 
and perching itself on the high stone 
wall that separates the garden from 
the churchyard. The bird is nicely 
protected by the branches of the yew 
tree.

James

Life’s about making the 
right choices

.Investments.Pensions.Protection

 Broome’s Barns, Pilsley Lane, Pilsley, Derbyshire, DE45 1PF
Tel. 01246 582242. Email: info@spearfinancial.co.uk

www.spearfinancial.co.uk

Spear Financial Limited is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority

spear financial ltd 
               nurture grow & protect

Obituary
Gillian Mary Green
Gillian died at Chesterfield Royal 
Hospital on Friday 11th December 
aged 82. The funeral service was on 
Wednesday 30th December at St. 
Giles, Great Longstone followed by a 
committal in the churchyard. She will 
be very sadly missed and our thoughts 
and prayers go to Eric and all the family.

Alexander Cox
We are very sad to announce the 
sudden death on Monday 18th 
January of Alexander Cox, aged 41,  
youngest son of Terry and Margaret 
Cox of Grisedale Road West.

Lost on Boxing Day
Prescription bi-focal spectacles. 
Frames black outside, cream  inside.

Any info contact 07968 032874

Vicar’s Contact Details
James Croft  ( 01629 640257
jamescroft80@gmail.com
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February in the Garden

    teve Walton Electrical
   

Local Domestic Electrician
based in Hathersage

• All work Fully guaranteed
• No job too small  
• Efficient and Reliable
• PAT tests

         07766 557691
 stevewaltonelectrical@gmail.com  

l

Local Milk
Yoghurt

Free Range Eggs

The Dairy, Church Lane Farm,
 Church Lane, Great Longstone

Pasteurised on the farm
Unhomogenised

Executive Car Hire
Longstone Taxis

Airports, Stations, Hospitals,
Long Distance Travel

4 seater taxi
Reliable service

Tel: 01433 631905 
Richard 07388 824822

St. Giles Great Longstone
& Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Wardlow
Services in February 

7th February - 2nd before Lent
 9.00am Said Eucharist (Wardlow)
11.00am Morning Service (St. Giles)

14th February
Sunday next before Lent

11.00am Said Eucharist (St. Giles)
17th February - Ash Wednesday

 6.30pm Said Eucharist (St. Giles)
21st February - Lent 1

 9.00am Morning Service (Wardlow)
11.00am Said Eucharist (St. Giles)

28th February - Lent 2
11.00am Said Eucharist (St. Giles)
Note: All services are subject to the 
Government’s National Restrictions; 
social distancing means that no more 
than 33 people are allowed in church.

  Bakewell Pet
  Supplies

Wide range of pet products
Free local delivery

8 Water Street, Bakewell
Tel: 01629 814264

Lawns: Spike lawns with a fork if surface drainage is poor. You can even give the 
lawn a light trim towards the end of the month - if weather conditions permit.
Roses: Prune towards the end of the month. Pruning of Winter Jasmine should 
be done as soon as the flowers fade.
Greenhouses: Keep ventilating greenhouses when the weather is mild, but do 
close up from late afternoon to ‘store’ some heat through into the night. Clean up 
the greenhouse prior to spring sowings.
Bulbs: Bulbs that have finished flowering indoors can be planted straight from 
their containers into the garden, weather permitting. Carefully separate into single 
bulbs first. Apply a dressing of ‘fish blood and bonemeal’.
Fruit: Complete the pruning of fruit trees and continue planting in suitable 
conditions. It’s your last chance to complete winter spraying with tar oil wash. 
Cut back autumn fruiting raspberries to about 15cm off the ground and trim the 
tops of canes of summer fruiting raspberries. Prune figs. Spray outdoor peaches, 
apricots, and nectarines with a fungicide to control peach leaf curl. It is important 
to do this as a ‘preventative’ rather than to try it later as a ‘cure’.
General tasks: It is a good idea to find out what your soil is like especially if you 
have a new garden or allotment. A soil testing kit will enable you to determine 
not only the pH of your soil, but some will show if there is a deficiency in nitrogen, 
phosphate, or potash. This is a good month for a dressing of bonemeal to shrub 
borders and beds. It takes a few weeks before it starts to break down in the soil, 
so it will be a ready source of plant food when the plants need it in a few weeks.

Beau--ootiful Soo--oop!

1 large onion
2 garlic cloves
1 red pepper
1 tbsp olive oil
1 tbsp dried oregano
½ tsp chilli powder
1 tsp paprika
1 tbsp tomato puree
1 vegetable stock cube
400g tin chopped tomatoes

Well, maybe not rich and green like the Mock Turtle’s 
soup, but this red pepper and tomato soup
is certainly beautiful and delicious, with 
a bit of a kick to it. It works equally
well as a winter warmer or chilled 
in the summer heat. Serves 4:

Peel and finely chop the onion and 
garlic, deseed and chop the red pepper 
and then gently fry them together in the 
olive oil in a saucepan until soft. Then 
add the oregano, chopped tomatoes, 
tomato puree, paprika, chilli powder, and 
crumbled stock cube. Stir well.

Top the saucepan up with approximately half a litre of boiling water, depending 
on how thick you want the soup to be. Simmer on a low heat for about 15 minutes 
until thickened.

Remove from heat and then blend either in the saucepan with a stick blender 
or in a liquidiser. Check for seasoning and add to taste. Serve optionally with a 
dollop of fresh cream or creme fraiche and fresh basil leaves.

Melanie Rae-Smith
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Estimates and advice given free

Cox Contractors
Property Services

Est. 1987
• Property and Building maintenance
• Garden Maintenance 
• Landscaping
• Walls, Paths, Paving, Fencing
• High Pressure Jet Washing
• Drainage Work
• Digger & Crusher Hire
• Top Soil & Type one Supplied

01629 640340

07743 199853

Plumbing and
Heating Services Ltd
Tel: 01298 872278

Mobile: 07831 242826

apwheatingltd@gmail.com

A.
WILLIAMS

No. 39143

J. W. & J. METTAM
LIMITED

Independent Family
Funeral Directors since 1899

Ambrose House, 
Granby Croft,

Bakewell DE45 1ET

Tel: (01629 812114)

  J.M. Rowland
  Decorating

& 
Joinery

 Tel: 01629 640021
 Mob: 07976 967798

Bakewell Medical Centre
www.bakewellmedicalcentre.co.uk

Telephone: 01629 816636
Normal Surgery Opening Times:
   Mon Thurs  Fri           8am - 6.30pm
   Tues                             8am - 8.00pm
   Wed                              7am - 6.30pm

We do not close for lunch
Closed: Bank Holidays  from 1.30pm
Whitworth Hospital Opening Times: 
A&E (Minor Injuries Unit): 8am - 10pm
X-Ray: Mon                         9am -   5pm
              Tue-Fri            9am - 12.30pm

For medical advice when the 
surgery is closed,  phone 111

‘Patient Access’: If you have access 
to a computer  you can register 
to use ‘Patient Access’ to book GP 
appointments and order repeat 
medications on-line.  Please ask at 
reception for registration details.
IF YOU ARE ALREADY REGISTERED 
YOU CAN DOWNLOAD THE APP TO 
USE FROM YOUR SMARTPHONE OR 
TABLET DEVICE.
Credit/Debit Cards: We accept 
payments via cards as well as cash.

Baslow Health Centre
 www.baslowhealthcentre.co.uk

Clinicians are still available for 
consultations and medical advice. 
Please contact the surgery and a GP or 
Nurse will call you back to discuss your 
concerns and if necessary arrange 
to see you in person. Many problems 
can be dealt with over the telephone.
Please collect prescriptions (allow 
three working days) and leave samples 
at the side window near the back door, 
between 8am and 5pm.

Normal Surgery Opening Times:  
   Mon- Fri                          8am - 6.30pm
 Closed: Bank Holidays & afternoons
   of Weds 10th Feb & 10th March
Phones:  Mon-Fri             8am – 6.30pm
Telephone Numbers:
  Reception 01246 582216  
  District Nursing Team 01332 564900  
  Health Visitor 01629 816633
  Surgery Fax 01246 583867
Please ring for test results after 2.30pm 
as we do not get results until lunchtime.

For Urgent Calls when the 
surgery is closed,  phone 111

MATHEMATICS
TUITION 

 PGCE Qualified,
Registered Teacher with

years of experience.
Year 2 to 11 any level and adults

Social Distancing and
Hygiene Measures

strictly in place
Phone  07803 127337

Email: lindacmason@hotmail.com

9am–12noon Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
 9am–3pm Monday & Wednesday

We are a small, friendly and independent 
pre-school for children from 2 to school age.  

Our focus is on learning through play in a 
stimulating and safe environment.

High staff:child ratios   Ofsted rating: Good
( 01629 640842

www.greatlongstonepreschool.org.uk

Defibrillators
Great Longstone

Main Street, in phone box by bus 
shelter opposite Longstone School. 
Recreation ground, on Cricket 
Club tea hut.

Little Longstone
Main Street, in telephone box 
opposite the Packhorse Inn.

 Longstone Business Park
At entrance, next to barrier, on 
Tilly Studios building.

What’s On
22nd February - Little Longstone Parish meeting
10th March - Great Longstone Parish Council meeting
12th May - Great Longstone Parish Council Annual Meeting
Contact Sarah Stokes for further details of these three meetings:

          ( 01629 640851 or email  parishcouncil@greatlongstone.org
Messy Church has been suspended until further notice.

WILLIAMS

Deliveries to your Home
every Thursday 

Call 07720 256654 to arrange a visit

Cod, Salmon, Seabass, Tuna, Monkfish, Sole, 
Mackerel, Scampi, Prawns, Dressed Crabs, 

Jellied Eels, Fish Cakes & much more

www.mikesfreshfishltd.com
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A Note From The Editor
Thank you to everyone who submits 
material for publication and especially 
our regular contributors. Enquiries and 
submissions should be sent to:
editor@undertheedge.net

Please include your name and contact 
details. The copy deadline for the next 
issue is 10am on:

Thursday 18th February
Please note the new deadline of 10am! 
We appreciate receiving copy as early 
as possible. Please only send small but 
important insertions on the last day. 
We make a significant saving if the 
printers receive the issue by 5pm on 
the penultimate Thursday of the month.
Photos should preferably be at least 
1MB (1500x1500 pixels) and in colour.
Printed photos should be scanned at 
300 or 600 dpi. We can scan material 
if you do not have access to a scanner.
The editors and management committee 
do not necessarily endorse opinions 
expressed in articles and adverts.
Subscriptions are available - contact 
subscriptions@undertheedge.net
Correspondence address for those 
without access to email:

c/o The Vicarage, Church Lane,  
Great Longstone, Bakewell, 

Derbyshire, DE45 1TB
All back issues available on our website

www.undertheedge.net

The InnrispinC

Main Street, Great Longstone DE45 1TZ

Traditional Family Owned
Country Inn

Quality Home Cooked Food
(Local produce & suppliers)

Takeaway available
Award winning Cask Ales

Extensive Wine List
Two dining rooms available for

parties & business meetings
Beer garden & outdoor seating

Children, dogs & muddy boots welcome
5 star hygiene rating

Supporting the
community
 since 2005

(01629 640237
www.thecrispingreatlongstone.co.uk

Neil Hutchinson took this photo of Little Longstone Chapel beautifully lit up for Christmas when he was visiting his mother.

In the Bleak Mid-Winter

Winter meant winter in 1996! Thanks to 
Tony Cosic (‘The Abominable Snowman’ 
in last month’s UTE) for reminding us.

‘Around the Edge’ Calendar
Hot on the heels of the success 
of Jane Littlefield’s Virtual Photo 
Competition, Colby Burke invites you 
to start saving landscape photos of 
the countryside, villages and hamlets 
in UTE’s distribution area.

These wil l  be posted on the 
photowalking.co.uk website for 
readers to view and choose their 
favourites, which will be reproduced 
in a 2022 calendar. This will be printed 
and distributed in time for Christmas 
2021, with the aim of raising funds for 
local causes.

Full details will be available in next 
month’s UTE. You can submit up to two 
photos each month, so start looking 
through your December 2020 and 
January photos now!


